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TWENTY-FrOURTH ANNUAL REPORT . 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY. 
Presented May 10th, 1852. . 


“The Kingdom of God cometh net with observation.” It is a Kingdom of 
Light. No observation, however close, can mark the progress of light, during 
any single moment, in its conquests over darkness, It is only by comparing” 
the gilded spire, the dew drop glittering in a risen sun, with their somber hue: 
in the star-light preceeding the dawn, that we can see the reign of light has: 
come. A year in the ordinary history of the Church, or the progress of its. 
benevolent enterprises, or any department of its benevolent action, is but a 
moment. We must separate our land marks by centuries, or the dividing of | 
centuries, to mark the progress, and observe the mighty changes; and then see 
rather that the reign of God has come, than that it cometh. Standing as we 
do, in the middle of the nineteenth century, if we look back on its dawn, how 
vast the changes! How wonderful the progress in Science, in Arts, in 
Commercial intercourse, in Government's, in Religion! Zion’s light shining 
—darkness flying—hoary institutions Despotic, Papal, Pagan, once so potent, 
tottering on tbe brink of the grave. Errors civil and eclesiastical, venerable 
and venerated for age, waning and ready to vanish away. On the land and on 
the sea, every where, old things passing away, all things becoming new. No 
where have these changes been more marked and wonderful than on the ocean, 
the sphere of this Society’s operations. Even thirty years mark mighty changes 
in the extent of our commerce, in the tonnage, speed, and beauty of our ships, 
and the number and character of our seamen. Thirty years ago, voyages were 
long and dubious, no steamer ventured on the perilous way, now ocean’s cur- 
rents and gales are known and being mapped and marked ; and ocean chariots. 
for the race, are on the ring, that ring, the circle of the earth. 
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Then our tonnage was little more than one million; the number of our 
seamen, less than fifty thousand: now it is almost four millions, our seamen 
and boatmen more than four hundred thousand. Then drunken- 
ness and profanity were the sailor’s characteristics, the rule; now they are be- 
coming the exceptions, more than seventy thousand of them are men pledged 
to temperance. Then the sailor’s boarding house was a den, its keeper a land 
shark, now nearly fifty Sailor’s Homes and temperance boarding houses grace 
our sea ports, many of them places of prayer. 

Then they were tumbled on board like cotton bales, or brutes, to navigate the 
ship or wreck her ; now they walk on board like men, and gird her for an ocean 
race. Then they were governed in too many instances like brutes, with the 

_hand spike, or lash; now if governed at all, it must be by Jaw. Then the lewd 
song book and the wild adventures of fabled buccaniers, his only lore ; now the 

‘ Bible, the Hymn Book, the lives and deeds of the mighty dead, often beguile his soli- 
tary hours; then only three ministers of Jesus in this land, had strength of faith suf- 
ficient to proclaim to him, “Sailor there’s hope for thee ;” Staffordin New York, 
Eastburn in Philadelphia, and Jenks in Boston. Now more than Sixty Ministers 
and Missionaries, besides Naval Chaplains, are regularly preaching the Gospel 
to seamen. All day long the Sabbath sun, in its course around the Globe looks 
down on congregations under the Ministry of our Chaplains. Then a praying 
sailor was rarely to be found; now thousands of them are men of prayer. 
Then “darkness was upon the face of the deep,” and “all sat in the region and 
shadow of death.” Now “the Spirit of God moves upon the face of the waters,” 
and in revivals sweet and powerful educes a new creation, and many a ship is 
a Bethel indeed. Let Zions full heart overflow at the return of the abundance 
of the sea to her. Let the world “break out in unknown strains and sing sur- 
prising grace.” 

But the Board of the Society are called on for the Report of a single year, 
for a single page in the history of these mighty changes. Death has wrought 
changes among us. During the year, D. W. C. Oliphant one of our ‘earliest 
and most devoted friends, and long an officer,of the Society, has closed his labors 
on earth, for the rewards of heaven. Capt. Edward Whiting also, and David L. 
Dodge, long zeatous and efficient friends and so to the last, have gone to their 
rest. 

In presenting their Twenty Fourth Annual Report, they invite attention, first 
to their 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 


Three additional Chaplains have sailed to their distant fields of labor within 
«the past year. The Rev. Eli Corwin to San Francisco, the Rev. J. Rowell to 
Panama, and the Rev. J. C. Fletcher to Rio de Janeiro, and the fourth, the Rev. 
James Mec Gregor Bertram has recently been appointed to act as seamen’s 
_ chaplain at St. Helena. 


BRAZIL: 
RIO DE JANEIRO.—Rev. J. C. Firrcner, Chaplain. 


Rey. J. C. Fletcher bearing a joint commission from this Society, and the 
American and Foreign Christian Union, sailed with his wife from Richmond 
Va., in the bark Rebecca on the 6th of January last, and arrived in this impor- 
tant field of labor on the 15th of February. 

It is the third city-in size on this continent, having over two hundred thou- 
sand inhabitants. Its exports to the United States alone, during the year end- 
ing June 30, 1851, were $8,432,558,73, The Foreign arrivals during 1851, 

“were 1,210 vessels, measuring 317,347 tons. The coastwise arrivals for the 


1852. ] TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 667 


ae 


LEA 


same year, were 1,935 vessels under sail and 359 steamers. The arrivals of 
seamen could not have been less than 22,000. Of the Foreign arrivals 292 
vessels were under the American Flag. 

Mr. Fletcher and family were most cordially received by American and En- 
glish residents, and Captains and Sailors; made welcome to the hospitalities of 
Ex-Governor Kent, the Consul and Lady till they could rent a house for themselves. 
Mr. Fletcher's first ministrations were among the sick and dying. The Yellow 
fever was again making sad havoc among Foreign seamen. He had often been 
called to point sinners awakened to the Lamb of God, as their only hope in the 
dying hour. 


NEW GRENADA. 
PANAMA.—Rev; J. Rowe tt, Chaplain. 


The Rey. Joseph Rowell sailed from New York in the steamer Georgia, on 
the 26 of Dec. last for this station; andarrived Januay 10th. From jive to six 
thousand seamen annually arrive at Panama, and the Island of Taboga. Our 
Chaplain has commenced his labors among them, and the larger number of way- 
farers, passing and repassing to and from the Land of Gold. Mr. R. met 
with a cordial welcome from the American Consul and other residents. 

In a communication dated 17th March, he gives a most interesting account 
of the conversion of a Romish Sailor under his ministration. There had been 
other cases of awakening and manifest influence of truth, on the minds of seamen 
through this Chaplain’s untiring energy and zeal in the work of saving souls. . 


CALIFORNIA: 
SAN FRANCISCO.—Rev. Eri Corwin, Chaplain. 


This station, though in the United States, is put down as one of our Foreign 
Chaplaincies. The Rev. E. Corwin and wife sailed from New York, in the 
ship Comet, October 1, 1851, via. Cape Horn. The crew of this noble ship in- 
cluding officers, numbered sixty-two, making together with the passengers a 
congregation of seventy-seven, souls, to whom Mr. Corwin preached four Sab- 
baths in the Atlantic, and four in the Pacific oceans. “It was a welcome sound, 
says the Chaplain, to hear the two large bells of the ship tolling for service ; we 
seemed in mid ocean to have run upon a New England village, with its spires 
pointing to heaven and its Sabbath bells inviting to come.” 

He arrived in San Francisco January 12th, and met a cordial reception from 
both pastors and churches. There arrived at that port during nine months and 
a half, ending September Ist, 1850, 231,488 tons of shipping, from our own and 
Foreign ports, carrying nearly ten thousand seamen ; the number arriving during 
the whole year, was probably over thirteen thousand. Mr. Corwin on his arrival 
found that the Rev. Mr. Taylor had been appointed by the Methodist Conference to 
preach to seamen in that port, that he had commenced his labors some months 
before, with incouraging success; had purchased a water lot asa site for a 
Bethel at $300, and the ship Panama for $1000, and raised two or three thou- 
sand dollars to fit it up fora Chapel. Mr. C. speaks in the highest terms, of 
the qualifications and devotion of Mr. Taylor, in this good work. He has from 
50 to 100 seamen at the bethel services, has organized a church composed as 
he says of “California Converts. 


CHILI. 


VALPARAISO.—Rev. Davin T'rumBuLt, Chaplain. 


During the year 1850, 422 American, and 342 British vessels visited this ports 
with more than ten thousand seamen; besides many vessels and multitudes of 
seamen of other nations. The chaplain urges the necessity of a Sailor’s Home 


— 


668 TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. [June, 


RA OOO eaeeaeaeaeepspr _r sere re e_enmermerereaeeeaeeerere eer 


in that city to save some of these thousands from the snares laid in their path. 
The sick and dying in the Hospital engage a share of the chaplain’s attention, 
cases of inquiry after the way of salvation, not unfrequently occur there. “I 
found, says the chaplain, on one of my visits an old black man reading his Bible 
to such listening to him.” A few sailors had entered the Bible class. In his 
last letter, dated February 24th he says,“ On the last Lords day there were 
more seamen present at the Chapel than usual, and they were attentive. Two 
pious sea-captains are here, who appear really to be refreshed with the minis- 
trations of the word of God.” Bibles and tracts are also distributed among sea- 
men by the chaplain. In this work he is often assisted by pious sailors and cap- 
tains ; some of whom in their coasting voyages, carry the word of God to other 
ports also. One such, after having distributed many Bibles on the coast, left 
$12, as a donation to the American Bible Society. That captain refused to sail 
out of port on the Sabbath; and when his owners, native Chilians, found it was 
not a Sailor’s superstitution, but a matter of conscience, they readily yielded to 
his wishes. The present Secretary of the Treasury a native Chilian, was a 
graduate of Brown University, Providence, R.I., and had intreduced several 
reforms into the Custom House laws, beneficial to the commerce of the country. 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 
HONOLULU.—Rev. Samvet C. Damon, Chaplain. 


This station has been supplied by Rev. T. E. Taylor, Chaplain at Lahaina, 
during Mr. Damon’s absence on a visit to this country. The field of labor for 
both these devoted and successful chaplains may be considered, as the Whaling 
fleet of this country, together with the numerous merchant vessels and men-of- 
war visiting these Islands. This fleet consisted in 1851 of 558 ships and barks 
27 brigs and 35 schooners ; carrying more than 15,000 men. Besides this mul- 
titude of whalemen in 1850, 469 merchant vessels visited the Islands with not 
far from 5,000 men, and 14 men-of-war with probably 4,000 men. Such the 
multitudes to whom these Chaplains minister, almost always preaching to them 
for the last time. 

Mr. Taylor has regularly preached the Gospel in the Bethel often to crowded 
congregations’ In his last communication, he says, “ Now that our harbor is 
nearly full of ships the chapel is often uncomfortably full in the morning.” 
Again he says, “I have found more seamen who were thinking seriously of the 
great subject of religion, than in any former year of my labors among them. I 
have fallen in with more cases of apparent christian character, and proper chris- 
tian feelings. Some ships have experienced a refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord.” “In one the captain and mate seemed greatly quickened in the 
divine life, and several of the men thought they had passed from death unto life. 
It cheered my heart torhear them speak and pray in our Bethel meetings. 
“ Fifteen,” says a sailor of this crew in a letter to his praying mother, “are now 
rejoicing*in hope. Some of the penitent request me to ask you and Aunty to 
pray for them, and all of us, which I know you are doing. We painted our 
ship just before arriving at Honolulu, hoping to look the Queen of the Harbor ; 
but a better name we bear, the Bethel Ship.” Besides visiting the sick in the 
Hospital and from ship to ship, the chaplain has distributed 156 Bibles and Tes- 
taments in seven different languages, 517 volumes of religious books, 800 pam- 
phlets and newspapers, and 5000 pages of tracts, valued at $312,32. He says, 
“On board our whale ships are many Portuguese very anxious to‘get the Bible :” 
He speaks also of a mate converted by reading “ Doddridge’s Rise and Progress,” 
while onthe voyage. In this way the living and the mighty dead are preaching 
the Gospel from this important station. 


LAHAINA.—Rev. T, E, Taytor, Chaplain. 
During Mr. Taylor’s absence at Honolulu, the pulpit of the Bethel has been 
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supplied by Rev. Mr. Pogue, one of the missionaries of the American Board, but 
we have had no communication from the station within the year. 


HILO.—Rev. Trrus Coan, Missionary of the American Board. 


Tn a recent communication Mr. Coan says, “The whole number of vessels 
of all classes arriving at Hilo, during the year 1851, was 96. We had 26 whale- 
men here during the fall shipping season. English services are regularly sus- 
tained while ships are in port; but this is not a tithe of the labor needed, or of 
the labor actually performed for seamen. Every ship is visited, and furnished 
with a large bundle of religious tracts, papers, pamphlets, and books; and our 
doors, and hearts, and lips are ever open to bless the sailor, to the extent of our 
strength and ability.” Mr. C. speaks of his own hearts encouragement, by the 
frequent receipt of letters of grateful acknowledgments from sailors and officers 
who had been awakened or converted by his ministry, though strangers or 
forgotten by him. One of these from a student now in one of our Theological 
Seminaries. 


CHINA. 
CANTON.—Rev. Epwarp H. Hariow, Chaplain. 


There entered this port, during seven months, ending June 30th, 1850, 21,969 
tons of American shipping, with not far from 1000 men, and prebably twice as 
much English tonnage, with double the number of Seamen. To these three 
thousand our Chaplain ministers. Mr. Harlow arrived at his station the 31st 
March, 1851, a few weeks after Mr. Loomis had left. 

The Chaplin says, “I find in the Bethel every needed convenience for a place 
of worship, and a comfortable residence.” Again, in a communication, dated 
Nov. 29, 1851, he says: “I rejoice that thus far I have had the pleasure of seeing 
the blessing of the ae crowning my feeble labors. Our congregations at the 
Bethel have been larve and respectable, all through the summer and autumn. 
Seldom have we had less than 200, and better attention and decorum you will 
not see in any church on land.” And again, on another occasion—“ TI find 
untold satisfaction in preaching Jesus to the hardy sailor. There is power in 
the Gospel to make stern-vizaged men, who shrink not from the danger of the 
deep, when the voice of’ the storm is heard, weep like children.” Oct. 19th, he 
says: “Have preached to-day to the crews of the British steamer Nemesis, and 
the U. 8. ship Saratoga. Our Chapel was filled to overflowing.” 

Their Bethel Prayer Meetings on Sabbath evenings had been often interesting. 
Of one of them he says: “Four pious captains were present. We were able, 
by faith, to claim the promise. I shall never forget the blessedness of that 
hour.” 

In addition to these Sabbath services, the Chaplain has made it a point to visit 
every ship, and supply them with Bibles and tracts. It had been unusually 
sickly, several had died. The Chaplain had found, at the sailor’s death-bed, 
cases of painful interest in the awakened and terrified consciences, and one of 
comfortable hope obtained at the last. A Home, ona small scale, had been 
opened for Seamen. 


SHANGHAI.—MISSIONARIES. 
From July 1st, 1850, to Feb. Ist, 1851, seven months, seventeen American, 
and forty re cobalt t cleared from this port, with not far from 1200 men, Its 


commerce is rapidly increasing, and the station claims the attention of this 
Society. It furnishes field enough for a devoted Seamen’s Chaplain. 


ST. HELENA. 


This island, about thirty miles in circumference, and ten in diameter, contains 
about 7000 inhabitants. Rev. James McGregor Bertram says: “From one to 
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ten vessels, principally large merchant ships, arrive at this island every day 
through the year, besides from twelve to twenty ships of war annually, generally 
remainiug in port from one day to three weeks.. About one-fifth of them are 
American ships.” 

For several years Mr. B. has labored successfully among Seamen and Lands- 
men, at the Cape of Good Hope, Malaga’s Island, Saldana Bay, and at this 
Island, without aid from any Missionary Board. Your Board have made a small 
appropriation towards the support of this zealous and successful Missionary, to 
act as Seamen’s Chaplain among the many Seamen touching at St. Helena. 


WEST INDIES. 
HAVANA, CUBA. 


At this port are annually more than 12,000 Seamen in American vessels, 
besides half as many more, probably, in ships of other nations. One, who had 
been connected with Bethel operations in New England, says: “A Chaplaincy 
in this port is more desirable, and more promising, than one in Boston. I doubt 
if a larger congregation can be gathered for worship in any port, than here.” 
The Rev. Mr. Parsons, who was on this extensive field last year, and with 
encouraging success, was obliged to leave on account of a Spanish law, which 
obliges residents of more than three months to domiciliate, which Mr. P. was 
about to do, but could not take the oath, which required him to swear himself a 
good Catholic. Such is Romish toleration. 


ST. THOMAS.—Rev. Tuomas H. Newton, Chaplain. . 


This port has become a depot for the British Royal Mail Steam-ship Com- 
pany, and is thus connected by steam with Europe, the United States, Mexico, 
South America, and some of the other West India Islands. It is also a store- 
house for merchandise, from various nations, designed for other islands; and so, 
it becomes a centre of intercourse with these islands, and especially with the 
ports of the Spanish island, Porto Rico, containing 400,000 inhabitants. It also 
presents facilities for repairing ships, which often put in for such repairs; so that 
not far from 3000 vessels of 200,000 tons, and carrying over 8000 men, visit 
this port annually. 

The Chaplain needs a Bethel on land; but, for the present, preaches on ship- 
board, to audiences varying from fifty to250, But this faithful Chaplain’s labors 
do not end with Sabbath preaching. He visits from ship to ship. Ina letter 
dated Jan. 7th, he says: “ A few days since I visited a schooner, distributed Bibles 
and tracts. This led to religious conversation, then to seriousness, then to read- 
ing and expounding the Scriptures, then to prayer; and when we arose, most of 
the crew were in tears.” A more important part of his work still, is Bible distri- 
bution, and that in various languages. March 5th, he says: “A Portuguese was 
so glad to get a Portuguese Testament, that he gave me all the money he had 
for it. A Spaniard who saw, for the first time in his life, the Scriptures in his 
native tongue, got a Testament. He skipped, and uttered such exclamations, as 
to show hearty delight. A Portuguese wished for a Bible to take home, though 
he could not read: “ But,” said he, “ suppose me get sick, I not read, let me find 
some good Portugese who can, then it will be nice to this poor heart to hear good 
things in the Bible.” In this way many Bibles and books are sent by this Chap- 
lain where Missionaries would not be tolerated, 


FRANCE. 
HAVRE—Revy. E. E. Apams, Chaplain. 


_ The number of arrivals of vessels, coastwise and foreign, during the first 
eight months of 1851 were 3354, and of departures 3385. At an average of 
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ten men a vessel, the arrivals of seamen would be 33,540, a large proportion of 
them English and Americans, though many of them French and from almost 
all nations. 

The Chaplain says, in a recent communication, “ Last month there were 
twenty American ships in port. All the masters except three attended chapel. 
This month, twenty-four in port at a time, only ten captains in church, but more 
mates ; one Sabbath had a congregation of 250. There is an average of ninety 
at church, sometimes many more.” And again, “We have had very large 
congregations of late; more captains and mates, and seamen than usual.” In 
another he speaks of the sickness and great mortality among seamen, and says, 
“This state of things has operated to produce a degree of seriousness among 
the better class of seamen, and our church is well attended.” 

The Chaplain mentions cases of awakening and hopeful conversion. “'To- 
day, met a pilot whose mind was set at rest by my sermon yesterday.” And 
again, “ At the close of the service last evening, a sailor came to me under deep 
religious anxiety.” Still, another “received a letter from a greatful mother in 
London, giving intelligence of the awakening of her son under a sermon 
preached three years ago. He is now connected with one of the largest estab- 
lishments in London.” 

These instances and others are our best report of his usefulness and success. 
Besides preaching and visiting the hospital he has extensively visited the ships 
in port. During one month he had visited forty American vessels, and as many 
English; conversed with nearly all the officers and men, amounting to more 
than a thousand. Bible and tract distribution has not been neglected; and in 
this he has sometimes aid from pious sailors. 


BORDEAUX.—Rev. J. L. Scuter, Moravian Chaplain. 


The number of American seamen in this port is comparatively small. The 
English have many, but render the Chaplain no aid. Your board have though 
it advisable to make a small appropriation to sustain this Chaplain in his labors 
among the seamen of all nations. 


SWEDEN. 
A. M. Liuneserc. E. Erixson anp J. Linpatius, Sailor Missionaries. 
STOCKHOLM.—A. M. Liunezere, Missionary. 


This devoted sailor missionary has visited many vessels and preached the. 
gospel in his personal conversation to many a captain and crew during the past 
year, and that not without success. On one of those occasions, he says, “TI ob- 
tained grace to speak with a sailor; he bought a bible. He wept bitterly for 
his sins.” 

He had sold 417 Bibles, and 194 Testaments during three months. He spent. 
the month of July at 


GOTTLAND, wirx J. Linpativs, Missionary. 


The Island of Gottland, in the Baltic Sea, contains about 40,000 sea faring. 
eople. 

- ieniee says in a communication, “ Although many are ungodly, still there: 
are a few who know the Lord. We count about half a dozen recent converts. 
who seem steadfast.” Ljungberg says, “I was there almost the whole of July... 
As I drove about with Brother Lindalius from one parish to another, it was an, 
uncommon pleasure to hear the men, women, and children sing the praises of” 
the Lord; so that it echoed in the woods. About fifty or siaty have been seri- 
ously affected during the time that Brother Lindalius has, by the grace of God, 
wrought there. Children from the ages of nine to fourteen years, have come. 


— 
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toa true and living faith. Drunkards even, in some instances, seemed truly 
converted to God. 


GOTTENBURG.—E. Erixson, Missionary. 


This sailor missionary was appointed as successor of F. O. Nelson, who left 
this station on the 4th of July last, under sentence of banishment, for laboring to 
save the souls of his fellow countrymen, without orders, from the National 
Church. He spent several months previous in connection with Erikson, 
laboring among seamen and taking leaye of his friends; some of whom were 
made such by the persecutions that had fallen upon him. He says in his last 
letter from Sweden, “The interest among seamen for the Bible has increased 
every year. More have been distributed the last three months than in any equal 
time since I have labored here.” ws 

During nine months Erikson, in connection with a colporteur of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, had circulated, by sale, 2,202 copies of the Sacred 
Scriptures, in the Swedish and Norwegian languages, the greater \part among 
seamen. 


DENMARK. 
COPENHAGEN.—F. O. Nzison, Chaplain. 


The chaplain arrived on this field, July 5th, 1851., and was affectionately re- 
ceived by Mr. Foster, an English Missionary in Denmark, and by the people of 
God; and immediately set about his work among seamen, with his usual zeal 
and love of the Gospel, and will probably find a wider field of usefulness here, 
than, in Sweden. ‘The arrivals of vessels coastwise and foreign in Copenhagen, 
in 1850—were Danish 8,333, Foreign 2,746, altogather 11,079, and measuring 
553,776 tons. ‘The arrivals of seamen could not have been less than 20,000. 


DOMESTIC OPERATIONS. 


Along our Sea Board, in nearly all our ports are local societies more or less 
intimately connected with us, in labors among seamen. As usual, we give a brief 
report of their fields, labors, and success, so far as we know them. 


NEW ORLEANS.—Rev. C. W. Wurratt & Rev J.L. Srymour, Chaplains: 


There arrived in this port, during the year ending August 31st, 1851, 615 
ships, 320 Barks, 315 Brigs, 704 Schooners, and 190 Sea Steamers ; total 2,144. 
There could not have been less than 30,000 arrivals of Seamen in them. Dur- 
ing the same time, there were 2,918 Steam-Boat arrivals, with about 75,000 arri- 
vals of Boatmen. There are not far from 20,000 Boatmen employed in the in- 
land commerce of this city. What are two Chaplains among so many ? 

Rey, J. L, Seymour has labored the past winter under the direction of the New 
Orleans Seamen’s Friend Society, auxiliary to the Am. Society, has preached to 
congregations averaging 40 Seamen on the Sabbath convened in a temporary 
hall in the second municipality, has often discoursed to larger groups of Sailors 
on Ship-Board, has distributed 20,000 pages of tracts, and delivered weekly lectures 
at the Sailor’s Home and attended many prayer meetings. The Home had received 
1,452 boarders within the year, and lacked a small amount of sustaining itself. 
Over a thousand names of Sailors are on the temperance pledge in this port. Rev: 
C. W. Whitall preaches to Seamen in the lower part of the city. and is sus- 
tained by the Episcopal Churches. It is understood, that it is in contemplation 
to erect a second Sailor’s Home in that part of the City. 


MOBILE.—Rev. ALEXANDER McGuasnan, Chaplain 


The commerce of Mobile is not far from one third that of New Orleans. 


1852. ] TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 673 


et 


More than ten thousand Seamen are occupied in the commerce of this port’ 
There is no more hopeful field in the world, for preaching the Gospel to Seamen. 
than in the Bay of Mobile, where a large fleet of ships for six or eight months 
in the year may be seen riding at anchor with their crews shut out from the evil 
influences of the shore. In addition to the Home and Bethel in the city, a float- 
ing Bethel in the Bay, is much needed. 

The Chaplain says in a recent communication, “the congregations of Seamen 
have been generally good, especially at night.” The Gospel has been listened to 
with attention; often with deep solemnity. In the early part of January, seve- 
ral being deeply affected in view of their sins, inquired what they must do to be 
saved; and several I trust were savingly converted to God. Some of these, 
united withthe Bethel Church, others who were rejoicing in hope, were denied, 
that privilege, by being compelled to go immediately to sea. I noticed with plea- 
sure, that each one, as he found peace and pardon was anxious to tell his friends 
what the lord had done for his soul. Eight had been added to the church with- 
ina few months. “The weekly temperance meetings have for the most part 
been highly interesting. About forty thousand pages of tracts had been dis- 
tributed, beside a number of Bibles and other Evangelical books. The Sailor’s 
Home had been well filled during the winter. More applied than could be re- 
ceived for want of bedding. The debt on the Home had been paid. 


SAVANNAH—Rev. Tuomas Hurcuines, Chaplain. 


During the year ending june 30th 1850 ; 118 vessels, American and Foreign, 
measuring 57,017 tons entered this port from Foreign Countries, besides proba- 
bly a larger amount of shipping engaged in the coasting trade. It has more than 
one half as much commerce as Mobile. About 5,000 seamen enter this port annu- 
ally. Two Societies are laboring for their welfare, the Port Society sustaining 
preaching in the Bethel, and the Female Seamen’s Friend Society, sustaining 
the Sailor's Home, kept by Capt. O. C. Parker. From their Fifth Annual Report, 
we learn that 1,150 Seamen have boarded at the Home within the past year. 
And many had been refused admission for want of room; 52 have signed the 
Temperance Pledge; 44 ship-wrecked men have been relieved; and there had 
been a better attendance at family worship, than ever before. 


CHARLESTON.—Rev. Wm. B.,Yares, Chaplain. 


The number of vessels, American and Foreign, which entered this port, from 
Foreign Countries, during the year ending June 30th 1850, were 303, measur- 
ing 96,619 tons. The commerce of this port is a little overone fourth that of 
New Orleans. The arrivals of Seamen must be from 7 to 8,000 annually. 

The congregations in the Bethel have been sometimes 300. The average at- 
tendance about 150. The Bethel Church numbers 60 communicants. ‘ Ten 
have given evidence of conversion during the past year, and many others have 
left for sea deeply impressed on the subject of their soul’s salvation, twenty Bi- 
bles, many other volumes, and 60,000 pages of tracts have been distributed. The 
sick in the Hospit1l have been visited. ‘The Home isin a prosperous condition, 
The number of Boarders within the year about 375. The Home has sustained 
itself. "The Charleston Marine Temperance Society, now numbers 5,680. Se- 
veral interesting letters of thanks from those who had signed the pledge have been 
received by the Chaplain. ; 


NORFOLK.—Rev, Wm. H. Starr, Chaplain. 


The Bethel which was burnt down in 1848, is nearly rebuilt. The Seamen’s 
Friend Society in this port has owned a site for a Sailor’s Home, and $6,000 have 
been raised for its erection ; but as their lot has been taken by the government for 
a Custom- House site, this desirable object has been delayed for a time; so those 
of 6,000 Seamen annually visiting this port, who must board on shore, are still 
doomed to the 27 grogeries, called Sailor Boarding houses. 
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BALTIMORE.—Rev. E. E. Auten. Chaplain. 


There entered this port, during the year 1851, exclusive of the Bay craft, 103 
Ships, 214 Barks, 346 Brigs, 970 Schooners; total 1633 vessels, carrying not 
less than 16,500 men. No communication has been received from this Chaplain 


PHILADELPHIA.—Rev. Mr. Trarier, Chaplain. 


During the year ending June 30th 1850, 537 vessels, measuring 132,370 tons 
entered Philadelphia from Foreign ports, carrying not less than 5,300 men. 
Probably, twice as many more are engaged in the coasting trade, making not far 
from 15,000 Seamen, who annually enter the port. For these thousands, there 
are two Bethels; the Eastburn Bethel, now without a pastor, and the Episco- 
pu Floating Bethel, Rev. Mr Trapier, pastor, Within the year the pastor of the 
Eastburn Bethel, Rev. O’Douglas, long a faithful and successful laborer in this 
field, has been ¢alled to his rest, seamen have lost in his death a warm hearted 
and faithful friend, and the friends of Seamen a zealous co-laborer. 

The average attendance at these Bethels during the year, has been encou-\ 
raging. 

Besides the ministrations in the Bethels, Bibles and Tracts in various lan- 
guages have been extensively circulated among Seamen. 

The Sailor’s Home has been prosperous, with 1048 boarders within the year; 
95 of whom signed the temperance pledge. There has been a good attendance 
of the boarders at the morning and evening worship, and also at the Bethel. 

The Pensylvania Seamen’s Friend Society, with their efficient auxiliary, the 
Philadelphia Seamen’s Friend Society, has erected and furnished this Home for 
the sailor and aided many ready to perish. As this work is so far accomplished, 
it is hoped and expected, that the American Society, through their agency in the 
great City.of Philadelphia, and greater State of Pensylvania, will receive substan- 
tial aid in increasing and sustaining Foreign Chaplancies. 


PORTLAND.—Rev. J. R. Frencu, Chaplain. 


During the year ending June 30th, 1850, 447 vessels entered this port from 
Foreign countries, measuring 64,195 tons and carrying about 2,500 men; the 
coasting trade is probably much larger. It is the third port in the extent of its 
commerce in New England. It is safe to estimate the number of sailors that 
enter here annually at from 5 to 6.000. 

The Chaplain says, “the average number of seamen attending the Bethel on 
Sabbath, is between 50 and 60. The average congregation made up in part of 
others, is not far from 400.” 'There have been 16 hopeful conversions of sea- 
men and many other cases of interest. Five at one time came into the Chap- 
lain’s office enquiring what they must do to be saved. They signed the tempe- 
rance pledge, and had it pasted in their Bibles. One of them an Englishman 
said, this book I never possessed before. Now I'll keep the pledge and study- 
the Bible.” Their prayer meetings have after been interesting and solemn. Five 
in the Marine Hospital have been confirmed in the Episcopal Church, says Rev. 
J. Pratt——* It was a scene never to be forgotten. Bowed there to renew their 
vows with God were five men; a Dane, a Swede, a Norwegian, an Irishman, 
and an American. How mysterious the providence that had gathered these har- 
dy wanderers into the house of sickness, and then brought them to the truth as 
it is in Jesus.” The religious interest at the Bethel still continues. Sixty 
three thousand pages of tracts and 75 Bibles have been distributed by the Chap-' 
lain among Seamen. Monthly Temperance meetings have been held in the 
Bethel, and many have signed the pledge. “'The Maine Liquor law, says the 
Chaplain, works well, and has made many a careless Sailor a temperance man.” 

It is hoped that Maine which builds more ships and furnishes more Seamen 


than any State in the Union, will increase both in interest and substantial aid in 
the good cause, 
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BOSTON.—Revy. E. T. Tayuor, Rev. G. W. Bourne, Rev. P. Stow, Rev. 
J. P. Roxtnson, Rey. C. Wit TBERGER, Chaplains, and Carr. SULLIVAN, 
Marine Missionary. 


The foreign arrivals of vessels in this port during, the year ending, June 
30th, 1851, were of American, 888 of 286,900 tons carrying 8778 men and 
150 boys; Foreign 2,029 of 275,317 tons with 12,874 men. The coastwise ar- 
rivals during the same period were Registered vessels 3.407 of 190.830 tons, 
With 21,165 men and 664 boys; of licenced tonnage 444,046, and 626 tons of 
fishing vessels. Total arrivals 6,324 vessels of 1,197,709 tons carrying 42 
and 17 men and 815 boys. 


For the accommodation of these multitudes, are 5 places of religious worship, 
under the Bethel Flag. The average Sabbath attendance of Seamen at them 
all, is not far from 550, and a larger number of others. In some of these Bethels 
there has been unusual religious interest, most of the year, resulting in many 
hopeful conversions. At one Bethel 1,000 have signed the temperance pledge. 
At an other 120 within four months, the pledges being pasted into their Bibles. 
Some thousands of Bibles and Testaments have been distributed, and a large 
number of relfgious books. The Sailor’s Home in Purchase street, has had 
1,756 boarders, and the Mariner’s House in North Square 1165, 50 of whom it 
was hoped had passed from death unto life. The Mariner’s House sustains itself, 
and the Home nearly so. Besides these, there are some thirty other Temper- 
ance Boarding Houses. It is estimated that nearly 10,000 have boarded in these 
within the year. We must record Boston as the Flag City, for Sailor’s 
Temperance Boarding Houses. Over $20,000 have been deposited by Seamen 
in the Saving’s Banks, as one of the fruits of these operations. 


NEW BEDFORD.—Rev, Moses Hows, Chaplain. 


This city owns nearly half the whaling fleet of this country; has in its employment, 
over ten thousand Seamen. sustains a Seamen’s Chaplain on a reduced salary ; 
has a Mariner’s Home given by a benevolent individual, and which for neatness, 
and comfort will compare with any other establishment of the kind in the country. 

The Chaplain has preached 179 Sermons within the year; attended 180 fune- 
rals, and aided seamen in settling 86 voyages, amounting to $28,393,25 most of 
which, except what belonged to Portugues Seamen has gone to the sharks. He 
has distributed on ship-board 534 Bibles, and 1608 Testaments; and more than 
11,000 tracts, magazines, pamphlets, and newspapers; and kept a register of 
4,869 men, clearing from this port. The Mariner’s Home has received within 
the year 633 boarders. The congregations at the Bethel have averaged about 
_— It is believed that the Chaplain’s labors are not without saving results to 
souls. 


PROVIDENCE.—Rev. J. O. Barney, Chaplain 


The Chaplain says, “ There are about 8,000 arrivals of Seamen during a year ; 
most of the commerce is coast-wise. Attendance of Scamen at the Bethel from 
20. to 40 with a larger number of others. The practice of sailing on Satur- 
day night or Sabbath morning has tended to diminish the congregation. A 
' Baltimore line of Sabbath keeping Packets had recently been started. One 
hundred Bibles and 4 or 5,000 tracts have been distributed. Still more has 
been affected by personal conversation, preaching the gospel, thus from vessel 
to vessel, some have become hopefully pious, and many permanently temperate. 
The very active and efficient Ladies Seamen’s Friend Society of Providence, 
still continues to aid the cause at home and abroad. 


NEW YORK AND BROOKLYN.—Rev. Henry Cuast, Rev. B. C. C. Par- 


ker, Rev. Jas. Perry, Rev. I. Stewarp, Rev. D. V. M. Jonson, Rev. O. 
G. Hepstrrom, Rev. S. B. Newman, Rev. Mr. Burnerr and Rev. Mr, 


Remsen, Chaplains. 
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The number of vessels arrived from Foreign ports during the year 1851 is 
3843 measuring 1,624,051. 3-4 tons and carrying 55,835 men. The coastwise 
clearances during the same year, which vary not much probably from the arri- 
vals,were not far from 4,803 with a tonnage of 1,214,942. Though this ton- 
nage is somewhat less than that of foreign arrivals, the vessels are smaller and 
carry more men tothe 100 tons. It is safe to estimate that the total arrivals 
of seamen were not less than 110,000 besides multitudes more in the River 
craft, and that over 6,000 are generally in port. For these multitudes there are se- 
ven Mariners Bethels provided, and nine Seamen’s preachers appointed to pro- 
claim to them the Gospel. Twoof these Bethels and three Chaplains are sus- 
tained by the Episcopal Church Missionary Society for Seamen. ‘Two Bethels 
and three Chaplains sustained by the Domestic Missionary Board of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. One,. the Baptist Mariners’ Church, by the Baptist 
Churehes, one in Brooklyn, sustained by its friends, of various denom- 
inations, and one, the Old Mariners’ Church, in Roosevelt street, sus- 
tained by Collections in New York by the American, and Port Societies. The 
average Sabbath attendance at these Bethels, is about 1,500 over 450 of the at- 
tendance are Seamen. As this part of the congregations changes almost every 
Sabbath, it is reasonable to suppose that not far from 20,000 every year, hear the 
gospel proclaimed at these Bethels. 

Over four hundred communicants are connected with the Bethel churches, 
but scattered over the four quarters of the globe. An interesting epistolary 
correspondence is kept up between the pastors and their scattered flocks. Over 
50 have been added to these Churches during the year, and many more hopefully 
converted to God. These Chaplains besides Sabbatlf preaching and many So- 
cial meetings with seamen and personal conversations have distributed, in con- 
nexion with Mr. Pierson, the active agent of the Marine Committee of the 
New York Bible Society, more than 15,000 Bibles and Testaments in many 
languages ; and about 150,000 pages of tracts, and many volumes of evangel- 
ical books, chiefly among seamen, and so sounded out the word of God through 
them throughout the earth. - 


SAILOR’S HOME. 


The number of sailor boarders at the Home within the year, has been 3,027, 211 

of whom have become officers of ships; 993 have signed the temperance pledge, 
370 of them apparently reformed inebriates ; not far from $11,000 have been de- 
posited by boarders in the Saving’s Bank; 218 shipwrecked and destitute men 
and boys have been relieved at an expense of $683, besides a considerable 
amount of clothing furnished by various . Ladies Societies; nine have married 
and thirteen are dead. The whole ngmber that have boarded at the Home, in 
ten years, since it was first opened, is 33,527. 
_ The present condition and future prospects for extensive usefulness of this 
institution were never more flattering. Under the judicious and careful manage- 
ment of Captain Sayre and those connected with him, it seems gradually ap- 
proximating towards hecoming a self sustaining Institution. 


COLORED SAILOR’S HOME. 


Karly this year Mr. Powell, who has so long and successfully kept this house 
removed to England. During seven months since his successor Mr. Lyon has 
been connected with it. ‘The number of boarders has been 247; 24 of them 
were destitute; fourteen of whom were relieved without expense tothe House, 
ten were indebted $46 when they left. 

OTHER TEMPERANCE HOUSES, 

Three of the larger houses have received 4,233 within the year. 

The boarders of one of them have deposited in the Savings Bank, or sent to 
their friends $1,165 25; seventy-five have signed the pledge. Three of the 
smaller houises have boarded from 500 to 600 within the year. The whole num- 
ber who have boarded in temperance houses in New York within the year, is 
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about 7,000. The cause of temperance among seamen, in this port is onward. 
The Marine Temperance Society numbers over 27,500 members. 


SAVING’S BANK. 


The Seamen’s Saving’s Bank has over $5,000,000 on deposit, a considerable 
portion of which belongs to seamen—a sum much larger in this one Bank, than 
has been expended the last fifteen years in the whole United States, for the 
moral and religious improvement of these men. 


SAILOR’S SNUG HARBOR.—Rev. R. Quin, Chaplain 


In this Institution, sustained by the munificent bequest of Captain Randal, are 
295 aged and disabled seamen, with ample provision for their comfortable sup- 
port during their declining years, and for their spiritual preparation for the next 


world. We have reason to believe that many are prepared here for the haven 
of eternal rest. 


~ 
\ 


SEAMEN’S RETREAT.—Rev. D. E. Framszs, Chaplain. 


This Institution is sustained by the State of New York, out of a tax levied 
on Seamen. The Chaplain’s ministrations here are to the sick and dying. The 
number admitted during this year is 2956—167 of whom have died. Some of 
these died in the triumphs of faith, others have given more faint hopes of the 
genuineness of a death-bed repentance. Fifteen, who have been discharged 
from the Retreat, have given evidence of true conversion. A Temperance 
Society was organized Oct. 31st, 1851’ It has now, within six months, 358 
members. Weekly Temperance Meetings are held, in which Sailors, who know 
by sad experience the evils of intemperance, come forward to plead the cause of 
temperance. “In short,” says the Chaplain, “these meetings cannot be beaten.” 
The sick Sailor finds here, in the Superintendent, Physician and Chaplain, kind 
and sympathizing friends, interested in the welfare both of soul and body. The 
Institution, and its inmates, have suffered a severe loss in the death of Dr. A. 
J. Rand, who died of ship fever 9th of March. 


PROVISION FOR SICK SEAMEN ABROAD. 


The Board has devoted considerable attention to this subject during the year, 
and has corresponded extensively with foreign and domestic Chaplains, and 
others. It has been found that Congress has appropriated ample funds for the 
care of American Seamen sick in foreign ports; but that a modification in the 
United States laws is necessary to render the aid of the Government. more 
generally available. 


BURIAL OF THE DEAD. 


This subject, too, has had the attention of the Board. It has been found that, 
while the fruits of the Sailor’s labors have made beautiful the cemeteries around 
our city, and reared many a splendid monument to the memory of our departed 
merchant princes, he has been unhonored in his death. We have neither built 
nor garnished his sepulchre; but his bones have been left to mingle with mother 
earth in Potter’s Field, and the stranger’s resting-place left unknowable and 
unknown, though carefully sought by kindred and friend. A plot of ground 
has been given to this Society by the Trustees of the Greenwood Cemetery, for 
this object, and arrangements are now making, by underwriters and merchants 
of the city, in connection with the Board, to purchase a larger plot in some of 
the Cemeteries, for the decent interment of Seamen. 


FLOGGING AND SPIRIT RATIONS IN THE NAVY. 


No cases have come to the knowledge of the Board, of mutiny, insubordina- 
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tion, or any ill effect in the Navy, of the abolition of this barbarous custom. On 
the contrary, letters have been received from naval officers at sea, setting forth 
the good effects of a more rational and law-like mode of government and dis- 
cipline on ship-board, though from some quarters in the merchant service 
complaints have been heard. It is hoped, and believed, that the spirit ration— 
the ‘real cause of the lash in most instances, and which should have been 
abolished first, and but one abolition would have been nceessary—will soon follow 
its offspring, and offshoot to oblivion. 


INLAND SAILORS. 


AMERICAN BETHEL SOCIETY.—Rev. T. Stiziman, Cor. Secy. 


This Society is an affiliated Branch of the Am. Sea. Fr. Socy., but with an 
independent directory and patronage. In connection with its principal branch, 
the Western Seamen’s Friend’s Society, it occupies a field embracing most of 
our inland commerce, valued at more than six hundred million dollars, and 
carried on by 250,000 Boatmen and Inland Sailors. It employed, during the 
year ending April 1st, five Bethel preachers, stationed at Buffalo, Oswego, 
Whitehall, Troy, and one on the Hudson River, and twenty-seven Canal Mis- 
sionaries, for part of the year, all laboring for the moral and spiritual improvement 
of this mass of men. 


WESTERN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY.—Reyv. R. H. Leonarp, 
Cleveland, O., Cor. Secy.; Rev. A. M. Frrcn, Detroit, Financial Secy. 


This Society has employed, during a part, or the whole of its financial year, 
ending Oct. 15th, fourteen ordained or licensed Chaplains, two lay canal Mis- 
sionaries. Eight of these have been Jocated at Erie, Cleveland, Sandusky, Toledo, 
Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukie, and Cincinnati, as stationed preachers to the multi- 
tudes of Boatmen congregated in these cities. The other eight have acted as 
Missionaries on the Ohio Canal, the canals of Western Pennsylvania and Eastern 
Ohio, the Wabash and Erie, the Miami, and the White Water Canals; and on 
the Ohio, the Upper Mississippi, the Illinois, and St. Clair Rivers. By personal 
conversation, and Sabbath preaching, the Gospel has thus been proclaimed to 
many thousands, and in some instances with manifest immediate good results. 
Bibles and Evangelical books and tracts have been largely distributed, not only 
among Boatmen, but to the multitudes of foreign emigrants floating through 
these thoroughfares to the great West. 


ST. LOUIS, Mo.—Western Bosrman’s Unton or St. Louts—Rev. Cuarnes 
J. Jonns, Chaplain. 


About 10,500 boatmen arrive in this city annually. Not far from 1600, during 
the business season of the year, are constantly in port. A Boatman’s Church, 
the first west of the Lakes, was organized on the 17th of March, 1850, with ten 
members. Thirty-one have been added to it since: the membership is now 
twenty-nine. 'The devoted and efficient pastor is a converted sailor. A Bethel 
has been erected, at an expense of nearly $15,000, most of which has been paid. 
A congregation, numbering from 150 to 200, statedly worship in it, most of 
whom are boatmen, and their families. Several, who have not joined the church, 
have died, giving evidence of genuine conversion, through the instrumentality 
of the Chaplain’s ministrations. About 17,000 pages of tracts, and many volumes 
of religious books, have been distributed. A Boatmen’s Saving’s Bank is in 
existence, and a Boatmen’s Home in contemplation. 


PHILADELPHIA SABBATH ASSOCIATION.—Rev. Jerrmman Mixter, 
Secretary. 


As the efforts of this Society are directed mainly tothe canals of Pennsylvania, 
we gather a few facts from their Eleventh Annual Report. Three clergymen, 
besides the Secretary, and three theological students, have been employed by the 
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Society for a part of the year, to labor among boatmen and emigrants on the 
canals of this State. They have preached at different places on the canals, to 
congregations, composed of boatmen and wayfarers, and numbering from thirty 
to 600, and in personal conversation to some thousands more. They have 
distributed 250,000 pages of tracts, and many Bibles and Testaments. Several 
touching instances are related by these missionaries, of their labors among the 
orphan and homeless driver boys, and of hopeful conversions among the men. 
The Canal Commissioners have passed a resolution to close the Locks on Sab- 
bath against all, except packet boats, in all the Canals of the State. 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


This work is now in the Twenty-fourth year of its age. It is not for us to 
say whether it is in its prime, or whether its old age shall be still more vigorous. 
We may say, however, that it is one of the few Magazines which has increased 
in favor with the sailor, and the people, from the beginning until now; and that, 
with every year, there is accumulating material to give it interest and usefulness 
with both. Its monthly circulation is now nearly 6000 copies. 


SHIP’S LIBRARIES. 


A beginning has been made towards furnishing ships with libraries, composed 
of religious and other books, of a useful and interesting character. These 
Libraries are furnished to owners and captains at less than cost. — : 


FINANCES. 

The receipts from all sources during the year, ending May ist, 1852, including 

a balance of $243.64 from last year’s account, are $23,660.64, an increase of 
$2,970.43 over the previous year. The expenditures during the same time 
have been $22,591.01. A more particular statement is found in the Treasurer’s 
report. The increase has been owing to a much larger amount of legacies this 
year than last, some of which have been received opportunely for the relief of the 
treasury, at the time of its greatest need. 


CONCLUSION. 

We have thus taken a cursory view of the field occupied by this Society, and 
the doings of the Board, and its Chaplains, for a year. 

We have found eleven Seamen’s Chaplains, and three Sailor Missionaries, in 
foreign ports, with three Chaplains in our own; altogether. seventeen laborers, 
sustained wholly, or in part, by this Society ; and laboring among an aggregate 
of more than 170,000 seamen annually arriving at these several stations; and 
preaching the Gospel statedly on the Sabbath, each to congregations numbering 
from fifty to five hundred seamen, and a larger number of wayfarers, strangers 
and natives; reaching thus, every year, Sifty thousand sailors, composing these 
ever-changing congregations. What is more, and ‘bove all, we have found that 
God has set his seal to his word. In nearly every station there have been more 
or less hopeful conversions to Christ. In other cases, conviction has reached 
the conscience ; they have gone out wounded, probably to meet their Saviour on 
the sea. Many thousand Bibles and Testaments, and hundreds of thousands of 
pages of Evangelical truth, in various languages, have been put afloat. His 
word cannot return void—it will accomplish the thing whereto it is sent; but 
the judgment day alone can reveal what triumphs it has accomplished. We 
have found also co-laboring with us, and sustained by local societies in our own 
ports, twenty-seven Ministers of the Word, laboring among an aggregate of 
about 250,000 seamen, annually arriving at these stations ; and, on our Western 
waters, as auxiliaries, twenty-four Ministers, and thirty-two Canal Missionaries, 
laboring among the 250,000 boatmen and inland sailors of the great West. 

Here, too, as well as on the foreign field, God hath wrought with his ser - 
vants, and honored his own Gospel, and many have been the triumphs of his 
grace. In some of these Bethels have been revivals of considerable power 
and extent—in nearly all of them individual awakenings and conversions; but 
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the sheaves from this seed sown upon the waters, and by the side of all waters, 
can not now be gathered. We cannot number the converts; but, we trust 
at the Judgment no inconsiderable host shall appear to crown the labors of the 
past year. Tens of thousands of Bibles have been sent out from our own 
ports to Denmark, Sweden, Norway, France, Spain, Portugal and Italy; in 
short, tothe dwellers of almost every nation on the earth, that all may read the 
word in their own tongue, wherein they were born. 

The seamen, afloat on every sea, have thus had Moses and the Prophets, and 
Apostles too. Let them hear them. Nay, more, the dead have pressed upon 
them the same messages of the Almighty. Bunyan and Baxter, and Doddridge, 
and a host of other mighty dead, have gone out with them to sea, and, in many 
a forecastle and cabin, have called them to repentance, and pointed them to the 
saint’s everlasting rest. More than this, even. ‘The sympathies of the 
Church on land have been awakened, and greatly increased: the prevailing 
intercessions of Zion have gone up to God: the consciousness of the fact has 
girded many a sailor for the conflict, in the hour of temptation and peril ; and, 
though still and silent, yet mightier than the voice of the storm, has given him 
the victory, turned him to Zion, and thus bound the dweller on the sea, and on 
the land together, in a covenant of unchanging, eternal love. 

Let an impressive fact or two illustrate the thought. 

A vessel was overtaken with a terrific hurricane, in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. After the most astonishing efforts to weather the storm, the awful 
intelligence from the captain broke on the ears of the passengers: “ The vessel 
is on her beam ends, and-will never write again; death is certain.” 

“ Not at all, sir,” exclaimed a little sailor boy, “ God will save us yet.” 

“ Why do you think so?” said the captain, with strong feeling and astonish- 
ment. 

“ Because, sir, at this moment they are praying under the Bethel Flag in the 
City of Glasgow, for all sailors in distress, and us among the rest, and God 
will hear their prayers ; now, see if he don’t.” 

The captain, an old weather beaten tar, exclaimed, with the tears running 
down his cheeks, “ God grant that their prayers may be heard in our behalf, my 
little preacher.” ; 

At that moment a great wave struck the ship, and righted her. A simul- 
taneous shout of exultation, gratitude and praise, louder than the storm, went 
“up to God, A few days after, the noble ship rode safely into New York harbor. 

Another fact of the past year; and, had our eyes been opened, like the eyes 
of the Prophet’s servant, we had seen a mother in this land, morning and even- 
ing, sending up strong crying to God for her sailor boy on the Pacific Ocean, 
though separated by the globe, yet united in spirit; we:had seen the Great Heart 
of the God of the whole earth moved by that petitioner, and his Spirit go down 
like a dove upon that ship, touch the heart of the captain and mates, melt the 
hearts of many of that crew of forty men, and fill them with joys unknown 
before; we had seen thus Zion’s power exerted—more potent than the silver 
and gold of her treasury—that which sanctifies her gold, and works it into 
that golden chain that links earth to heaven. But, while Zion may exult and 
praise God for these manifestations of grace, we must remind the Church that 
the work is not yet done. What the 26,000 that have found an asylum in 
Temperance Homes, to the scores of thousands still dwelling in dens of drunk- 
enness and shame on our own shores? What the few thousands of men of 
prayer among them, to the two millions still out of Christ? What the fourteen 
Missions abroad to the one million seamen—half the number on the globe— 
that must have the instrumentalities of their redemption from the American 
Church, or perish without the Gospel ? 

Again we call on the Church for her aid, her faith, and her prayers, that this 
work be not hindered, till in every port where the sailor toils, and sickens, and 
dies, shall be his minister, to proclaim to him Heaven’s messages of mercy—to 
watch around his dying couch, and point him to Christ—till every ship shall 
become a Bethel, and every sailor a man of prayer. 


NAVAL JOURNAL. 


For the Sailor’s Magazine. 


Biography of Lieutenant Aylwin 
of the frigate Constitution. 


John Cushing Aylwin was the son 
of Thomas Aylwin, Esq., an English- 
man, and previous to the revolution, 
was a merchant of Boston, Ms., who 
at the time of the siege of that town 
retired to Quebec with his -wife, to 
whom he had been then recently mar- 
ried. It wss in this city at the close 
of the war, that the subject of this 
memoir was born. The first years of 
his boyhood displayed a generous 
spirit, a contempt of danger and those 
ardent feelings which, though not un- 
common at that age, add much to 
worth and always characterize the 
subsequent stages of his life. He re- 
ceived there the rudiments of his edu- 
cation, which however, was not further 
extended than the first principles of 
Mathematics, an elementary knowl- 
edge of the Latin, and a perfect ac- 
quaintance with the French language. 
His father destined him to a naval life, 
and while yet a child, had him borne 
on the books of a frigate, which cap- 
tain Coffin, afterwards Admiral Sir 
Isaac CoffinGranby then commander. 

The rating of the names of the chil- 
dren of gentlemen, without being ac- 
tually mustered on board, was one of 
the charges prefhred against Captain 
Coffin, by his officers upon the break- 
ing out of a quarrel between them, 
and this cost him his commission. 


He was a few years after restored to. 


his rank, as it was discovered that the 
Court-Martial had not been regularly 
detailed. 

The intentions of his father were, 
however, not long afterwards frustrat- 
ed by an occurrence that young 
Aylwin witnessed in the streets of 
Quebec—the horror excited in his 
breast at seeing a lad whom he had 
known, torn from the bosom of his 
parents by a press-gang, caused an 
invincible disgust to the English naval 
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service, and he could never aga'n be 
brought to think of entering it. His 
attachment notwithstanding to a sea 
life was not lessened, and he became 
urgent with his parents to send him to 
their relatives in New England, that 
he might enter the American service. 
While arrangements were making to 
carry into effect his wishes, he was 
suddenly left an orphan, by the death 
of his parents in the short space of 
two months of each other. This loss 
was in some degree alleviatad by the 
kind attention of a paternal uncle, who 
finding it impracticable to procure a 
suitable situation for his nephew, in. 
his favorite profession, endeavored to 
dissuade him from a life of danger, 
and turn his attention to mercantile 
pursuits. 

An effort was made to comply with 
the entreaties of his uncle, but it was 
ineffectual. He was then bound 
aprintice to a captain in the London 
trade, upon most favorable terms, it 
being agreed that on their arrival in 
England, he should be permitted to 
remain at a Naval Academy for at 
least six months, and that he should be- 
advanced to the grade of mate, as soon, 
as he acquired requisite experience. - 
As the captain had determined not to» 
return to Quebec, he little regarded. 
the stipulation, into which he had so. 
readily entered, and on his arrival at. 
London, put his vessel into the West. 
India trade. 

Two voyages were performed by, 
our youth, and such was the progress 
he made in his profession, that hardly 
had he passed his. fifteenth year-when.. 
he was madea mate inthe ship. This 
pleasing dawn (which in some degree 
compensated for the violation of the 
agreement) was soon overcast, for ony 
the homeward bound voyage, a dis-. 
pute arose between him and the cap-. 
tain, which so enraged the latter, that 
on coming to avchor he caused him, 
to be ki napped by a press-gang. He 
was immediately sent on board a re-. 
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ceiving ship in the Thames, where 
he found himself surrounded by six 
or seven hundred individuels, the 
scourings of a vicious metropolis. All 
communication with friends was de- 
nied him; letters which he wrote 
were suppressed, hope itself was al- 
most excluded from his breast. From 
this receptacle of wretchedness, he 
was, ina few weeks transferred to a 
gun brig. Here he was narrowly 
watched, and endured all the vigor 
exercised in the English service, 
towards their impressed men, to induce 
them to enter as voluntary seamen. 
The grate antipathy which he had 


conceived for their service would 


not permit him to subscribe to that 
which he considered would be his 
own infamy. ‘Threats were unavail- 
ing, he had a mind that could not be 
subdued. 


After cruising in the North Sea, 
the brig was ordered up the Mediter- 
ranean, and at the time of the inva- 
sion of Egypt by the French, was 
stationed on the coast. From thence 
-the vessel was ordered to the Hast 
‘Indies, two years he passed on board 
-of her in the Red Sea, and three more 
in different parts of .the Indian ocean. 
His constitution having become almost 

-a sacrifice to the climate, he was then 
invalided, and permitted to return to 
his relatives and friends, by whom 
even his existence was unknown. 
In the course of the service, he was 

‘in several engagements, and distin- 
guished himself particularly in one, 

‘by lashing their brig to the bowsprit 

_of a French corvette, and then board- 
ing her. A warrant was offered him 
on the occasion, and promises were 
constantly held out to him of promo- 

tion, if he would but enter. ‘These 
he always withstood, and though few 
indeed could he find among his mess- 
mates to commune with, yet he pre- 

‘ferred his station of captain of the 
foretop, to any office that could be be- 

. stowed on him in that service. 

While in the Mediterranean and the 
Red Seas, almost his sole resource 
for amusement and instruction was 
the Bible. In identifying the position 
of places distinguished in the sacred 
volume, and in tracing in the manners 
of the modern, shore of the ancient 


inhabitants of the surrounding coun- 
tries, he would often forget the loss 
of his liberty and the evils of his sit- 
uation, Although the inmate of the 
forecastle, for more than six years, 
yet he remained untainted by the sur- 
rounding contagion. 

He could never speak of the loss 
of so many of the most valuable years 
of his life without the deepest sorrow ; 
and it was with him ever after a matter 
of astonishment, that his existence 
had been supported without the 
deadening of every. honorable senti- 
ment; without the extinguishment of 
every principle of virtue. The plia- 
bility of his mind to his misfortunes 
ever appeared to him a mericle. 

A short residence with his friends 
in Boston re-established his health, 
and having become by adoption, what 
he almost considered himself by birth, 
a citizen of the United States, he im- 
mediately obtained that employment 
in our merchant service, which his 
thorough seamenship intitled, him to 
anticipate, 

For several years he sailed as 
master of a vessel experiencing many 
of those, vexations and losses from 
the belligerent, to which the com- 
merce of our country has been ex- 
posed, f. 

In the winter preceding the declara- 
tion of war, he considered that event 
as inevitable. To continue therefore 
in the merchant. service, would be 
sharing the dangers without the honors 
of warfare ; to privateering he would 
not willingly deseend. The regular 
service appeared to him the only pro-' 
per occupation, for one who disliked 
inglorious war, the field where 
his courage and nautical skill would 
find their reward. Captain Hull, 
learning his views on the subject, 
invited him to. take the station of sail- 
ing master on board the Constitution, 
with an assurance that his exertion: 
should not be wanting to procure him 
a Lieutenancy, as soon as practicable. 
Of this invitation he willingly availed 


‘himself, repaired to Washington to 


join the frigate, and on the 24th April 
1812 received his warrant as sailing 
master in the Navy of the United 
States. 


In the early part of July the Con. 
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stitution sailed from Annapolis, and 
on the 18th in the neighborhood of 
Cape May, ran a hair-breadth escape 
of capture, in that sixty hours chase, 
which will not be ranked among the 
least brilliant efforts of our infant 
Navy. Mr. Aylwin availed himself 
of his station, to make known his 
seamanship, and much of the merit of 
the management of the Constitution 
on that occasion, was due to him. 
In a letter to an intimate friend, at 
this time which predicted the eventual 
success of our navy, he remarks, “ [ 
feel all possible conviction, and I can 
well judge, from having been in the 
British Navy, that they have not a 
single frigate of equal force with the 
Constitution, but what must, if we 
fall in with her and go fairly at it, 
strike he colors: Thank God, in this 
chase we had no occasion to be 
brought to the test. But there was 
not a countenance on board, that dis- 
played anything like yielding without 
an heroic struggle. There seemed 
to be a solemn gloom in each visage 
as if sensible of such a too early mis- 
fortune, yet combined with a cast of 
desperate resolution. It isnot seldom 
that I have examined the human face 
in the hour of battle; and I never be- 
fore saw a truer stamp of courage 
thar was then to be found in every 
sailors countenance. 

The Constitution havingarrived in 
safety in Boston, was then fully equip- 
ped, and departed on her first cruise 
-which terminated in the destruction of 
the Guerriere. 

Doubts were entertained at the 
commencement of the war, by many 
people, whether an English thirty- 
eight gun frigate, would not be an 
overmatch for any of our frigates. 
Personal examination enabled Mr. 
Aylwin to form a truer estimate of 
the result of such a contest; and 
his opinion was hardly thought a 
serious one by his brother officers. 
It was therefore with much satisfac- 
tion, that he found his predictions 
varified in the capture of the Guerriere. 
In another letter to his friend, he says, 
“Qn the 19th August we fortunately 
fell in with the Guerriere—I say for- 
tunately, for I would not have missed 
the chance. No, not for the richest 
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prize that ever floated. It has given 
our officers and men the only thing 
hitherto wanting—confidence in them- 
selves. Fifteen minutes of close 
cannonading completely rendered her 
ours; this was a little sooner, to be 
sure, than my anticipation; but it 
astonished all.” 

In this engagement he received a 
slight wound from a musket ball: 
The style in which he brought the 
Constitutton intoaction, and manouver- 
ed hed throughout the battle, procur- 
ed for him the applause of Captain 
Hull and all on board. On their re- 
turn to port he was appointed an act- 
ing Lieutenant ; this being the second 
instance in our navy -of promotion 
from the grade of sailing master. 

The Constitution having been re- 
fitted, set sail from Boston, under the 
command of Commodore Bainbridge 
in company with the. Hornit, on the 
26th October, 1852. During the 
cruise Mr. Aylwin was junior Lieu- 
tenant, and evinced an exemplary at- 
tention to ‘his duty—acquiredthe love 
of the seaman and the respect of his 
brother Officers. 

In the memorable action with the 
Jawa, Lieutenant Aylwin received 
that wound which terminated his life, 
and deprived the navy of the services 
of a valued officer. A musket-ball or 
grape shop struck him just under the | 
collar bone, within an inch of the’ 
former wound and passed through the 
shoulder blade. The wound was not 
perceived by any one, nor didhe make 
mention of it himself, until all the 
men were dressed. He went below 
then and observed to the Surgeon 
that he believed he had received a 
slight scratch ; upon examination the 
Doctor was surprised to find that the 
wound had assumed a gangrenous 
appearauce. The next day it hada 
more favorable aspect, and strong 
hopes were entertained that, with 
sedulous attentien, and remaining 
quiet in his state room, he would re- 
cover. A few days, however, put an 
end to these hopes, for on a strange 
sail heaving in sight, and all hands 
being beat to quarters, he repaired to 
his station, unknown to the Surgeon, 
and there remained for two hours, 
exposed*to a meridian sun. This 
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ardor in the performance of duty, un- 
questionably aggrevated his wound ; 
and it was not long before he was 
aware that his life could not »e pre- 
served. During those weeks that he 


lingered, he occupied his mind with. 


a preparation for his dissolution. The 
Surgeon fearful that his attention to 
his affairs, would add to those pains 
already become excessive, entreated 
him to suffer his mind to be tranquil. 
His reply perfectly characteristic was, 
“Doctor, I have looked death too 
often in the faoe to be afraid of him 
now.” As he lived without fear, so 
he died without reproach. 

Lieutenant Aylwin, was in size 
rather under the middle stature: pos- 
sessed an open countenance, marked 


with strong features, which had the 


appearance of being much weather 
beaten. He was distinguished as a 
scientific navigator, and in every re- 
spect a practical seaman. His mind 
had been formed in the school of ad- 
versity, and possessed a deep thought- 
ful cast. More skilled in the con- 
templation of men than books, his at- 
tainments, however, were considera- 
ble in other branches of knowledge, 
than those belonging to his profession. 
Of his coolness and intrepidity it would 
be needless to speak further. 


“ He ponred his latest blood in manly. fight, 
Anil a hero in his Country’s right !” 


Having been a victim to the prac- 
tice of impressment, Lieutenant Ayl- 
win had strong sensibilities on the 
subject, and his enlarged philanthropy 
was executed by the hope that the 
present war would lessen, if not term- 
inate, the misery occasioned by what 
he considered to be a needless and 
most detestable subjugation of our 
specics. In his last moments, in re- 
ference to this subject, it was his fre- 
quent ejaculation, “ [ thank God I am 
dying in so glorious a cause.” 

A circumstance in connexion with 
this rnemoir we cannot refrain from 
touching upon. It has been the prac- 
tice of most of our naval commanders 
to avoid in their official letters, par- 
ticular commendation of their officers, 
through fear of exciting jealousies. 
This ‘conduct has unquestionably, the 
effect intended; but its consequences 
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to the service are injurious in the 
highest degree, as it damps-the ardor 
of heroism, and deprives merit of its 
due reward. By some oversight the 
name of Lieutenant Aylwin does not 
appear in Commodore Bainbridges of- 
ficial account of the action This 
may partly be excused as the dispatch 
was made at St. Salvador, at a time 
when Lieutenant Aylwin was sup- 
posed to be out of danger. But it is 
much better atoned for by the follow- 
ing tribute to his memory from the 
pen of his commodore in the Portfolo 
for April 1813. 

“Died on board the frigate Con- 
stitution at sea, January 28, of wounds 
received in the action with the Java, 
Lieutenant John Cushing Aylwin of 
the United States Navy. He entered 
the service about the time war was 
declared, as a sailing master, and was 
promoted to a Lieutenancy for his 
gallant. conduct in the action with the 
Guerriere. He was an officer of 
great merit, much esteemed by all 
who had the pleasure of his acquain- 
tance. He had seen much of the 
world and improved his opportunities* 
of. observation; possessed a strong 
mind with great benevolence of dis- 
position. In his death, our country 
has suffered a great loss, his friends 
a painful deprivation, 

In the action with the Guerriere 
he stood on an elevated situation, by 
the sile of his brave comrades Morris 
and Bush, at the time the two vessels 
came in contact, and was wounded in 
the left shoulder with a musket ball. 

In the late action he commanded 
the forecastle division, and his bravery 
and marked coolness throughout the 
contest, gained him the admiration of 
his commander, and all who had an 
opportunity of witnessing him. 

When boarders were called to repel 
boarders, he mounted the quarter 
deck hommock cloths, and in the act 
of firing his pistol at the enemy, re- 
ceived a ball through the same shoul- 
der. Notwithstanding the serious 
nature of his wound he continued at 
his post until the enemy had struck, 
and even then did not make known 
his situation until all the wounded 
had been dressed. His zeal and cour- 
age did not forsake him in his last 
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moments, for a few days after the 
action, though still laboring under con- 
siderable debility, and the most ex- 
cruciating pain, he repaired to quarters 
when an engagement was expected 
with a ship, which afterwards proved 
to be the Hornet. He bore his pain 
with great and unusual fortitude and 


expired without a groan.” 
“* A dauntless soul erect, who smiled on death,” 


The turn of Life. 


From forty to sixty, a man who has 
properly regulated himself may be 
considered asin the prime of lile. His 
matured strength of constitution ren- 
ders him impervious to the attacks of 
disease, and experience has given his 
judgement the soundness of almost 
infallibility. His mind is resolute, 
firm and equal; all his functions are 
in the highest order; he assumes the 
mastery over business; builds up a 
competence on the foundation he has 
laid in early manhood, and_ passes 
through a period of life attended by 
many gratifications. 

Having gone a year or two past six- 
ty, he arrives ata crittcal period in the 
road of existence; the river of death 
flows before him, and he remains at a 
stand still. But athwart this river isa 
viaduct called the “Turn of Life,” 
which if crossed in safety, leads to the 
valley of “old age,” round which the 
river winds, and then flows beyond 
without boat or causeway to effect its 
passage. ‘The bridge is, however, con- 
structed of fragile materials, and it de- 
pends upon how it is trodden whether 
it bend or break. 

Gont, apoplexy, and other bad char- 
acters also are in the vicinity to way- 
lay the traveler, and thrust him from 
the pass ; but let him gird up his loins, 
and provide himself with a fitting staff, 
and he may trudge on in safety with 
perfect composure. T'o quit metaphor, 
the “Turn of Life” is a turn either in 
a prolonged walk or into the grave.— 
The system and powers having reach- 
ed their utmost expansion, now begin 
either to close Jike flowers at sunset, 
or break down at once. 

One injudicious stimulant—a single 
fatal excitement, may force it beyond 
its strength—whilst a careful supply 
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of props, and the withdrawal of all 
that tends to force a plant, will sustain 
itin beauty and in vigor until night has 
entirely set—The Science of Life, 
by a Physician. 


Annual Export. of Gold. 


The following table showing the 
amount of Gold exported {rom_ this 
port during the year ending Dec. 30, 
1851, was taken from the books of the 
Custom House, and may therefore be 
relied upon asstrictly correct: 


To New York, $30,861,400 49 
New Orleans‘ 404,294 11 
London, 2,392,660 78 
Panama, 151,293 64 
San Diego, 5,000 00 
Valparaiso, 444,482 00 
Rio de Janeiro, 15,000 00 
Talcahanau 50715 20 
Hong Kong, 2,554 09 


$34,492,633 00 
Of coin, there was manifested during 


the same period: $212,565 
Canton, 71,212 
Shanchai, 192,000 
Manila, 53,766 
Honolulu, 16,000 
Valparaiso, 5,353 


Ports of Pacific (one shipment) 8,000 


$458,895 


As the fine which has long twined 
ed its graceful foliage about the oak, 
and been lifted by it into sunshine, will, 
when the hardy plant is rifted by the 
thunderbolt, cling round it with its ten- 
drils, and bind up its shattered boughs ; 
so itis beautifully ordained by Provi- 
dence, that woman, who is the depend 
ent and ornament of man in his hap 
pier hours, should be his stay and so 
lace when smitten with sudden calami- 
ty, winding herself into the rugged 
recesses of his nature, tenderly sup- 
porting the drooping head, and binding 
up the broken heart. 

Washington Irving. 


POETRY. 


Mariners Hymn. 


When o'er the mild unruffled sea 

F Our gallant ship in safety goes, 

We give, O Lord, our thanks to thee 
For blessings which thy hand bestows. 


Or when the wild ana howling blast 

Shrieks through the shrouds at midnight hour. 
Thy mighty arm around us cast, 

Protects us from its ruthless power. 


Though rescued from the tempest’s force 
With favoring winds we sail again, 
Unless Thy hand direct our course 
The helmsman steers the ship in vain. 


And now to happy homes restored, 
Our hardy crew e’re yet we part, 
‘Once more unite to praise Thee, Lord, 

With joyful lips and grateful heart. 


Lady Franklin's Soliloquy. , 
BY REV, 3. LUE. 
Immortat Hore! lift not thy wing for flight, 
Long brooding on this heart, in sorrow’s night» 
To warm the feeble, trembling pulse of life, 
Mid chill despondings, and dark terror'’s st rife. 


At midnight hour thy gentle vigils keep, 

To Soothe this weary, aching head to sleep, 
Inspire sweet dreams, and whisper in my ear, 
‘« Thy long-lost friend is safe—dismiss thy fear.” 


Thou art my Sexk ; some vision bright unfold, 

Of peaceful waves, unchained by arctic cold 

Of happy isles, a refuge for the lost, 7 

And ships bound homeward from the realms of 
frost. 


Hope! my Jast friend! ifthou depart, I die— 

This swooning breast will breathe its last, sad 
sig h-— 

Leave, leave me not; shine on my deepening 
gloom, 


While with sweet notes the lark in rapture soars 

On me morn’s rising sun no gladness proves,’ 

And morn’s bright ray, dries not my flowing 
tears, 

And eve’s soft eye weeps with my griefs and 
fears, 


My footfall echoes round our palace halls— 
cvs gone!—returnless, from these sacred 
walls—”’ 
On solitude my lamp and hearth-fire shine, 
Like lurid lights, within earth’s deepest mine, 


Ye Constellations near the polar star, 

Scan all the Arctic waves, where icebergs war, 
And tell me if my country’s flag ye view, 

That bore my loved Sir John, and gallant crew. _ 


Sails he, or sleeps he, now, in marble sleep, 
Adventurous mariner, on unknown deep, 
Where boldest sail, before ne’er plied the main, 
Poor exile !—home never more to see again. 


Ye Boreal spires, that flash and shoot on high, 

O send me tidings through the gilded sky ; 

With magic skill, write these two words, to 
rend, 

* AtL’s wWELL”’—and this poor heart shall cease 
to bleed. 


Almighty Providence ! preserve thy trust, 
No sparrow falls, nor flies the floating dust, 
But as thou bid’st—O bring my husband home, 
Or may we meet, o’er seas no more to roam. 


Se 
The Fire-Side Prayer. 


For THe Sons of THE Sea. 
We sons of the Pilgrims who dwell on the coast, 
Often hear the ryde roar of old ocean, 

And shudder to think that some ghip may be lost 
Mid the dangerous storm’s wild commotion ; 
Though our flre-sides arc cheerful, and sheltered 

are we, 
Yet we cannot but pity the Sons or THE Ska. 


The rocks which stretch outward, far out from 
the shore, 
Half hid by the surf and the breakers, 
Beneath the ill faced ship terribly roar,’ 
When adout to make work for the wreckers 
When we hear the rude piping of winds thro 
the tree, 
We put up a prayer for the sons of the sea. 


When the full freighted ship flies before the 
fierce gale, 
And the mad sea raves hungrily round her, 
She may cast out her anchors and furl every sail 
But we know she must strike, or must founder 
»And aware that her crew in deep peril must be 
Our life boats we send to those sons of the sea: 


But, alas! Gur best efforts are often in vain, 
Though to save we use every endeavor: 

Stout ships, that have furrowed the fathomleeS 

niain, 

Our ledges have shatered forever, 

And therefore to God our petition shall be, 
Have mercy, O Lord, onthe sons of the sea 

E, Porter Dymr. 


Hingham, Dec. 22a =: 1851. 
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Twenty-fourth Anniversary. with the ordinances of religion. In 
The American Seamen’s Friend accomplishing this, we have establish- 
Society celebrated its Twenty-fourth ) ed Chaplaincies in every principal cen- 
De orale wissen Mout Oiens| bata meson ahead ce 
nacle, New York,-on Mon -) have, f 
ing, May 10. The house, as fats on established Homes for the Seaman, 
such occasions, was filled to overflow- | where he can be kept free from impo- 
wig ; t sidow and aloof from temptation to 
P. Perit, Esq., the President of the | vice. The humanity of this provision 
Society, on taking the chair, remark- } pee i ee igs. and nN a ae 
ed: Before we enter upon the regu-’ as little doubt that those who profit by 
lar proceedings of this evehiinp, it is 7 oon _ ae “een, 
t proper that we should pause a/ should make this provision, As to 
ceaaue ed pay a tribute of eepeet to | the practical results of these measures, 
the memory of + ye our greg , there Hen ised bee iahieig a8 min 
who has been called away by death } nion. etter to 
from this scene of action. I allude ee es gs on Sp sa pees 
Ghreetd thes wang aa Te u! don of silent ees the time when 
Cairo, in Egypt, in the month of June ae p hein 
last, on his way from China ‘to this the Christian community became 
country. He had been, during all his qene ihe subject. Gaiety, 
mercantile life, a “alae rh ee Tn : . ong sree pitt $s 
on, and, at the time of his death, he | precede e dow 
ad "a Vice-President of this Society. peror Napoleon, the fleets of Europe, 
His ships have conveyed our Chap- | and part of a time oe Mi me 
lains to China without ee and oh sai ier che : bi mt ¥ tre ict 
e at Canton was the hospitable: The decks o -of- 
tae of Abeel, our first Obagi did drenched with the blood of sailors - 
Saaeecrbgumccages eM omsery (Speseiencelte ve oli poraek, ont ie 
him. e associate with his memory ) by : : 
every virtue which can adorn = at 2 ene fi ae ele pele, ty 
re rahis Sraithfiloonl tavotol Ohtic Boaysdney were thought so far gone 
tian. { in vice and reckless folly, as to be be- 
Our sia in this ot _ well ) gps bas “Sag . gis Mee 
known to this assembly, is to sur-{ t i ; 
round the sailors, at home and abrond, attention was at first drawn ee 
with influences favorable to their tem-) in England and this country. Let us 
poral and spiritual advancement, and | now look at the ee 2 
to follow them into every distant ocean) In every ocean there are ships 
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commanded by men, who, while they 
maintain a good discipline, are fathers 


to their crews, and attend carefully to 


their comfort and improvement. In 
many of their ships worship is regu- 
larly maintained, and their command- 
ers manfully acknowledge their alle- 
giance to the Great Supreme, whose 
wonders they so often witness on the 
mighty deep. In our navy are many 
officers, who maintain regular worship 
on board their ships, and aim at the 
moral and religicus improvements of 
their crews; and throughout the 
mavy and mercantile marine, there are 
many sailors who, with the frankness 
and courage which belong to their 
character, avow their attachment to 
their Great Master, and exert a strong 
infiuence to promote his truth. Tem- 
perance has become much more pre- 
valent than formerly. Itis well known 
that in the merchant marine, ships 
are no longer supplied with ardent 
spirits, and in the navy.a large portion 
of the ship’s company refuse it when 
proffered. The conduct and conver- 
sation of sailors at the Home give 
abundant evidence of the favorable 
change now in progress. And I avail 
of this opportunity to declare dis- 
tinctly, as the opinion of all the Di- 
rectors of this Institution, that the 
“ Home” is fully answering the pur- 
pose for which it was established. I 
make this declaration in order to re- 
fute the slanders and misrepresenta- 
tions which have been so often made 
in relation to the Home. 

But there is another evidence of 
the improvement of seamen approach- 
ing nearer to mathematical certainty. 
T allude to the deposits of money in 
the Savings Bank. In Wall street, 
and among its most prominent and 
imposing edifices, is the Seamen’s 
Bank for Savings; and of the five 
millions deposited there, a large portion 
of it belongs to sailors still in active 
service, pursuing their vocation in 
every ocean, and there it is kept in 
safety. 

Such are the objects which we are 
pursuing, and such the success of our 
labors. We trust they will impress 
you as objects worthy of your fervent 
prayers, and the cordial co-operation 
of this wide-spread community, whom 
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God in his providence has prospered 
above all other nations. 

The whole congregation then 
united in singing the appropriate hymn 
—“‘We come, O! Lord, before thy 
throne.” After which, prayer was 
offered by Rev. Dr. Wyckoff, of Al- 
bany. 

Ae abstract of the Annual Report 
was read by Rev. H. Loomis, one of 
the Secretaries. 

The choir of the Fourteenth street 
Presbyterian Church greatly enliven- 


"ed the exercises, by singing two ap- 


propriate pieces of music. 

The meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. George Loomis, late Chaplain at 
Canton, China; Captain A. H. Foote, 
U. S. N.; Rev. William T. Sprole, 
Chaplain at the Military Academy, 
West Point, N. Y., and Rev. E. L. 
Magoon, of this city. 

Mr. Loomis, in moving the accept- 
ance and publication of the Report, 
said: He felt the report needed no 
special advocacy. All who had lis- 
tened to its interesting details, replete 
with indications of progressive ad- 
vancement, with accounts of victories 
already gained against fearful odds felt 
it. The bold warrior of the past had 
never had the boldness to conceive 
that in less than a quarter of a cen- 
tury the Alps and Appenines should 
be passed, and the war carried into 
the enemies’ country. The Bethel 
flag floating in the east aud west At- 
lantic, and the east and west Pacific, 
with its mild gentle dove with the 
olive branch, over all the isles and 
oceans, and inland seas, breathing 
“peace on earth, good will towards 
men.” (Applause.) The report was 
full of hopes of good; and of it he 
might say, as Webster said, when 
contemplating the monument on 
Bunker’s Hill, “ Behold your orator.” 
If the one was a noble monument of 
the struggle for civil] and religious 
liberty, and had its national history, 
the other had no less its history of be- 
nign and spiritual Christlanity ; it was 
a history of inebriates reformed, des- 
titution relieved, callous hearts awak- 
ened, a monument of the glory of 
God in the redemption of souls. If 
the one had its local and national his- 
tory, the other had a world-wide -his- 
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tory. Such a report would receive 
the unanimous assent of all here pre- 
sent. On the arrival of a foreign ship 
in the port of Japan, a cordon of na- 
tive boats was formed around, for the 
purpose of preventing a communica- 
tion with the shore; and by this means 
the world had been kept in ignorance 
as to the civil institutions, the national 
customs, and civil resources of wealth, 
of Japan. ‘This society formed a cor- 
don of Chaplains, commencing at our 
metropolis, extending thence to Hu- 
rope, and round the world, not for the 
purpose of cutting off sources of in- 
formation, and intrenching ignorance 
in its stronghold, but for the purpose 
of cutting off the intercourse with vice. 
Much has been said of centralization 
of power; and where it existed for 
despotic purposes, and welding the 
chain of political and religious servi- 
tude and vassalage, by causing clouds 
to pass over the star that rose in the 
west, and shutting out the religious 
light of God’s holy word, it merited 
the reprobation of man; but in the 
organization of this society it merited 
admiration, and called forth his highest 
commendation. Here was concen- 
trated certain forces from evangelical 
Christian churches; forces not as 
great as they should be, for they were 
not yet awake to their great holy mis- 
sions, but constituiing an orgarized 
body. If they had sent out any mis- 
sionary of narrow or sectarian views, 
let him be recalled; he did not repre- 
sent the Society. in their enlarged 
efforts. And when he prayed, he 
would be likely to pray like a South- 
ern deacon, who, together with a 
neighbor, owned a slave—negro John 
—and he prayed that God would 
shower his blessings upon him, and 
his farm, aud his family, and his half 
of negro John. (Laughter.) He 
then alluded to his labors as a mis- 
sionary in China, where he had gone 
forth under the auspices of the So- 
ciety. The few merchants resident 
there had subscribed some four thou- 
sand dollars, being about four hundred 
each; and the captains, officers and sea- 
men visiting the port, had contributed 
to the amount of some three or four 
thousand more, and a fine Bethel now 
floated in the Pearl river, near Can- 
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ton, where Sabbath after Sabbath 
congregate seamen: to hear the word 
of eternal life. He concluded by 
moving the resolution for the adoption 
of the report. ; 

Captain A. H. Foote, U 8. N,, 
cordially seconded the resolution, 
earnestly commending its clearness 
and comprehensiveness. He looked 
back to the early days of his connec- 
tion with seamen, before the efforts of 
this. Society were entered upon, and 
instead of wondering that no more 
had been accomplished, he was amazed 
to see the changes already visible in 
the character of seamen. He had 
served on board of ten different men- 
of-war; in the first six ships there 
were no religious observances on 
board; in the last four there were re- 
ligious privileges, and in the last one, 
which he had himself commanded, 
there was no ardent spirits used, the 
whole ship’s company having volun- 
tarily and freely abandoned the liquor 
ration. And he would say that, ina 
cruise of more than two years on the 
coast of Afrtca, capturing three slav- 
ers, aud boarding seventy vessels, he 
did not lose a single man by death. 
He called upon every friend of seamen 
to unite in bringing Congress to abo- 
lish the liquor ration. He showed 
that the officers, from the highest to 
to the lowest, have not the least con- 
trol of this matter until Congress shall 
act. The law fixes the ration in such 
a way, that if any sailor insists upon 
having his grog ration, the govern- 
ment must provide it, and the officers 
give it. He said it was impossible 
but that this system should be inju- 
rious. He believed more drunkards 
were made at the grog-tub than 
anywhere else. He said the people 
generally were satisfied that the liquor 
ration ought to be abolished. The 
sailors, too, were generally in favor of 
it, and a large proportion of the best 
officers in the navy. And he had no 
doubt that a large share of the mem- 
bers of Congress were convinced, and 
yet nothing is done. He feelingly © 
rebuked the timidity, the poitical time- 
serving, the slothfulness prevailing in 
Congress, which alone prevent this 
most desirable reform being at once 
carried into effect. He was satisfied 
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that it will be imposstble to carry out 
the desired mitigation of naval disci- 
line so long as grog is served out. 
f you give the sailors liquor, you 
must use severity, and carry a high 
hand in consequence; for on ship- 
board, discipline must be maintained 
at all hazards, by some means or 
other, and nothing short of the ut- 
most severity can keep a crew in 
order in the presence of a daily allow- 
ance of liquor. 

The sailor had strong claims upon 
the Christian Church—and by that 
Church he meant that holy Catholic 
and Apostolical Church, free and en- 
lightened, composed of all Christians 
irrespective of sects, and enlarged in 
its liberality as the wide, wide world, 
over which the sailor roams. Loud 
applause followed the termination of 
the gentleman’s address, which was 
heard throughout wih t av oorytt 
interest, 

The Rev. Mr. Sprole then addressed 
the meeting. It had often occurred 
to him that one of the most sparkling 
gems in Revelation is found in the 
promise that the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted to the Lord; when 
every ship shall be a Bethel; when 
all our ocean and inland vessels 
shall possess and reflect the mind 
and temper of Jesus Christ. It is not 
a new promise. It is as old as the 
canon of Scriptures ; and for eighteen 
centuries it has brightened, and it 
would seem to furnish food for faith. 
And yet, until lately, the church has 
not had faith’to test this promise. The 
sailors have been among the last to 
feel the practical workings of this 
faith, The African, the Pagan, and 
poor Jew, have all felt the effects of 
Christian effort; whilst the men to 
whom we were so largely indebted, or 
at least multitudes of them, were suf- 
fered to perish in their sins, without 
any effort on the part of the church 
to save them. Often prayer was offer- 
ed that the sailor might be saved from 
the storm, and yet by the mass of tbe 
church this class of the: community 
was sadly neglected. This was men- 
tioned, not by way of rebuke, but to 
contrast with it the present efforts 
made to save this class. It has often 
occurred to me. that this class is to 


exert a very great influence on the 
moral condition of the world. Our 
hearts admire the men who preach 
Christ to foreign nations ; but is itnot 
equally important to preach to sailors ? 
It is said that sailors are a hopelessly 
incurable set; and the conclusion fol- 
lows, that an incurable landsman 
would be the right ‘subject for a sol- 
dier or a sailor. But the sailor, under 
a rough exterior, often carries a warm 
heart. Theyare,as a class, far above 
the ordinary level; and when the 
Gospel is brought to bear on their 
minds, they are quick learners, and apt 
teachers of these truths. This is an 
encouraging field of labor, and we 
find that the type of Christianity which 
they present invests them with pecu- 
liar interest. ‘THe sailor hates meta- 
physics, aud jejune speculations, and 
twisted arguments, but he understands 
the preaching of Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified; and he becomes a most 
earnest and zealous Christian, showing 
forth the symwetry ot the Christian 
character in its best forms. 

If our nation increases as it has, 
we shall become the mistress of the 
seas. But some of acute hearing 
suppose they can alrevdy hear the 
knell of our departing glory, but I will 
not believe it. I will go farther—I 
will express my belief that God will 
preserve this sisterhood of States from 
destruction, for his own glory. 

By placing the Bible in every fore- 
castle of every American ship, we 
shall be saved from the hard reflection 
made by a heathen wpon us, “ These 
Americans are a strange people, they 
have no king, and no God.” We 
shall be saved from the inconsistency 
of sending missionaries to convert the 
heathen in shlps manned by blasphem- 
ing crews. The Society which aims 
at such a result is a blessed Society, 
and we should pray that the enriching 
influences of the divine grace may rest 
upon it. 

Rev. Mr. Magoon next took the 
floor. He -said the celestial guide 
which rose on the view of wise men 
in the East, led them westward to- 
wards the sen, and has ever since 
been the pole-star of human progress. 
Civilization has always moved * o'er 
the western main,” while commerce 
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has been the chief instrument and per- 
petual channel. The grandest throne 
of power is water, and not land. 

The speaker then referred to Rome, 
Tyre, Venice, London, &c., as ex- 
amples of ‘maritime prosperity; but 
many of these cities furnisha warning 
as well as an incentive. They grew 
rich, forgot God, and perished. Let 
us fear, said the speaker, lest Tyre 
shall be at once our type and history. 
If we are loyal to our Maker, our 
growth can never outrun our stability ; 
but if we are recreant to our highest 
duty, prosperity will become our 

edy ruin. 

At present, good omens cheer us. 
The results already attained by this 
Society prophesy protracted and abun- 
dant good. Take but a single product 
and illustration, “ The Home.” What 
a grateful word is that—home! Who 
that has turned his early footsteps 
from the hearth where the first and 
firmest affections were garnered, a 
wanderer among strangers, buffeted 
by adverse storms, has not learned, by 
bitter experience, the beauty of that 
tterm? Who that has “outwatched 
the Bear,” awed by shrieking storms 
and drenched by their spray, has not 
pondered more fondly on the solace 
of domestic joy, and panted for its re- 

? But who that has come un- 
known and uncared for into a great 
city, the victim of all cunning, and 
prey of all malice, has not found a 
solitude more arid and desolate than 
amid the wildest woodland, or more 
tempestuous seas? To meet the 
seaman’s necessities, and foster his 
interests, “ The Home” has been pro- 
vided. During the year, 3,027 sons 
of the deep have boarded there; and 
during the past ten years the record 
has embraced 33,527 guests. Of the 
past year’s boarders, 993 signed the 
temperance pledge; 370 inebriates 
reformed; 211 became officers of 
ships; and a goodly number got mar- 
ried—an admirable fact, since every 
seaman, as well as every landsman, 
who has a heart to appreciate woman, 
and a purse to rig her, owes the ladies 
a good husband, and the parson a good 
fee. Of the $5,000,000 in the Sav- 
ings Bank, at No. 80 Wall street, 
over one million has been deposited in 
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small sums by seamen. The best 
fact of all is, that during the past 
year alone, 218 poor fellows, ship- 
wrecked and destitute, have been 
clothed at an expense of $683; 
and, by the blessing of God on the 
means of grace constantly employed 
at‘ The Home,” some at least have 
rejoiced in hope like an anchor to the 
soul, assured of final safety in the 
haven of eternal rest. 

The exercises were closed by sing- 
ing the doxology—* Praise God, from 
whom all blessings flow ;” and a bene- 
diction pronounced by Rev. Dr. Ferris. 

The Society was then called to 
order, and elected Trustees for the 
year ensuing. 

As our limits allow but.a brief out- 
line of the addresses on this occasion, 
we purpose doing more justice to 
them, as well as gratify the triends of 
the cause, by calling them up again. 
2a 


Rio Chaplaincy! 
Rio de Janeiro, March 14, 1852. 


Dear BRETHERN: 


About three weeks ago I sent you 
a letter, informing you of my safe 
arrival. Through the mercies of a 
kind Providence, I cin now write you 
from my “own hired house,” where 
I hope to receive all that come unto 
me, and from whence I hope many 
times to go forth upon the waters of 
this beautiful bay, to “preach -the 
Kingdom of God, and to teach those 
things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Since I wrote you, the weather has 
been exceedingly hot and although 
many have fallen in the shipping by 
the fever, yet neither myself nor little 
family have been touched. 

Before referring to the present con- 
dition of things here, 1 wish to give 
one or two incidents of the voyage 
out. 

Among the sailors aboard our ship, 
I observed a fine looking man, evi- 
dently a foreigner and a new seaman, 
but whose desires for knowledge 
were constantly manifested by stud- 
ous habits when off duty. Me on 
such occasions he would be seen with 
quadrant or with slate and book of 
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logarithms, intently engaged in learing 
the most important things connected 
with latitude, longitude &c, I made 
inquiries concerning this young man, 
and learned that he belonged to a 
wealthy family, aud was upon his first 
voyage for the purpose of learning 
every thing appertaining to nautical 
affairs, so that he could take the com- 
mand of a vessel belonging to him- 
self and his uncle. In conversation 
with him during the voyage, he in- 
formed me that he was from the north- 
ern province; of Spain, and that he 
had spent two years at one of the best 
schools in New York City. It was 
evident that he had made good use 
of his two ‘years, for he spoke the 
English language with correctness 
and fluency. On the Sabbath when 
the men came aft to attend divine wor- 
ship, he was always foremost, and 
when the hymn of praise went up, in 
just the way that sailors can sing, his 
voice mingled with the others, and 
throughout the service he gave the 
strictest attention. One night upon 
deck I pointed out to him the mys- 
terious majillan clouds, and the bril- 
liant southern cross, and our con- 
versation naturally led to. Him who 
made the Heavens, the Earth and the 
Ocean. [:+oon began to talk to him 
about the truth, as it is in Him who 
was and is the Light of the world and 
through whom alone we can obtain 
eternal life. He listened with eager- 
ness and told me that although so 
s' ort a time in the United States, at- 
tempts had been made to make him 
an unbeliever, yet they did not suc- 
ceed. He has been brought up in 
the Roman Catholic faith at home, yet 
he talked as if his eyes had been 
opened. He most gladly agreed to 
accept a Bible from me, and was 
much interested in Religious tracts, 
which were distributed aboard the 
ship. 

Next year he will have the com- 
madd of a vessel trading to one of the 
Roman Catholic West Indie Islands ; 
and I thoroughly hope and pray that 
God may open his heart, so that he 
may be the means of carrying the 
glad tidings to the benighted ports 
in which hs vessel may trade. 

I had many interesting conversa- 


tions with the men, and there was one 
who I thought did not care for religi- 
ous things, but one night I found him 
upon the watch, and was glad to hear 
from his: own lips, his high apprecia- 
tions of the word of God, which he 
carried with him, and read in occord- 
ance with the wishes of his pious 
mother, who was praying for him 
among the mountains of Wales. 

In reference to present movements, 
my Bethel flag, after remaining in 
the Custom House for a fortnight 
came out unscathed, except that it 
had to pay quite a duty, however, I 
hope soon to see it floating at the 
mast-head, unfolding its white dove 
of peace, and calling those who go 
down to the sea in ships to the wor- 
ship of God. At present it is out of 
the question. Th2 Yellow Fever is 
raging in the shippins. It has been 
particularly fatal to seamen from 
northern Europe. Until recently no 
Americans were taken, but now many 
are down with it, and some have been 
taken to their long h»me. The sea- 
men from the ports of Holland, Ger- 
many and England, are more affected 
than the sailors of other nations. Old 
Father Tilbury, the English priest, 
says, that fifty died in the hospital in 
the month of February of the fever, 
all foreigners, and it has been much 
more fatal in the month of March. 

There have been some heart-rend- 
ing cases, for instance, one which a 
pious Captain related to me, with tears 
streaming from his eyes. The mate 
of an American vessel was taken 
with the Fever, it soon did its work, 
and he «as bought to the verge of the 
eternal world, They did not know 
my place of residence, and while the 
pious captain referred to, wanted to 
address tne young man, he feltembar- 
rassed by the presence of the captain 
of the ship, to which the dying man 
belonged. ‘The young man began to 
inquire about his soul’s salvation, but 
no voice told him of the Son of God 
who came to save sinners, so he 
passed to the other world; and I fear 
there to learn too late that which 
would not avail for his peace. 

Since writing t :e above I have been 
again and agan visiting the sick. In 
an hour I go I fear, to the death bed- 
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side of a stalwart sun of Maine. I 
talked to him yesterday and prayed 
with him to day, but [ have no reason 
to think that he has Christ for his 
Saviour. Oh brethern, Iam now daily 
in midst of scenes that would make 
your hearts sad. There is, however, 
great consolation in knowing that we 
are in the path of duty, and it gives 
me an opportunity of preaching Christ 
directly. Some captains who have 
recovered are very grateful, and are 
desirous of leading a new life. One, 
an only son of pions parents, has just 
recovered from what was thought his 
last illness, and is glad to talk about 
his soul, and is most anxious that I 
should go to the sick and the: dying 
and point out to them the way of sal- 
vation. Another captain, whom I 
thought rather a hard case,,was taken 
with the first symptoms of the disease. 
I called upon him each day conver- 
sing and leaving tracts with him. By 
the mercies of a kind Providence he 
recovered, and to day when I entered 
his rvom, I foun: him poring over 
the tracts, (among which was the 
history of Jonathan Brown, the Barg- 
man. He said to me that he had 
read them over and over, I imme- 
diately began to address him person- 
ally as to his duty to seek Christ 
without delay. I trast the Lord will 
show him the Rock which is a refuge 
from the storms of life. I was very 
much pleased with the reply that one 
of the convalescent captains made to 
the Physician, and to the brother of 
the dying man from Maine, referred 
to above. Captain G. desired that I 
should be called to talk to the depart- 
ing one about the concerns of his 
soul. They feared, they said, too much 
excitemen. He replied, (that he is 


not a pious man,) “better have a. 


great deal of excitement than have a 
man pass from this world into an aw- 
ful eternity, with no one to point him 
to Christ.” : 

I visited the man whose ‘life was 
dispaired of, and I am happy to say 
that a change has taken place for the 
better, and there are now high hopes 
of his recovery. 


Yours, &c., 


J. C. Fretcuer, Chaplain. 
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For the Sailor’s Magazine, 
One Sheaf Gathered. 


From the necessity of the case, my 
efforts for sailors are limited chiefly 
to the sick, but I trust that labor is not 
wholly !ruitless; yet though several 
have seemed to feel the force of truth, 
only one gives evidence of haying 
passed from death to life. The expe- 
rience of this man is so interesting 
(to me), that I will relate it some- 
what particularly. He was born in 
Treland, and there educated for the 
priesthood, but becoming convinced of 
the errors of Romanism, he renoun- 
ced his profession, turned infidel, and 
left home to become a sailor. Since 
then he has visited almost.all parts of 
the world, attended almost all kinds of 
worship, both Christian and idolatrous, 
(has heard Mr. Damon at Horolulu), 
and his mind was filled with the most 
chaotic mass of religious, or rather 
irreligious theories, ever in one head, I 
am sure,—truth and error were so 
mingled in his mind, that it seemed 
impossible for him to hold the sim- 
plest truth in steady contemplation 
for one minute. So strange were his 
ideas, that I sometimes thought him 
insane. His mental state reminded 
me of Rom. 1:21. His body was in 
as*bad a state as his mind. He had 
tried almost all vices, (yet he insisted 
that he was not a sinner) and by them 
ruined a noble constitution, He had 
been tormented wlth delirium tremens, 
and. when I found him he was so dis- 
tended with dropsy, that his legs were 
cracked across in several places, and 
he was compelled to sleep in a -jtting 
posture to avoid suffocation. His suf- 
ferings were intense, but he bore 
them like a true Stoic. 

At first he thought me a physician, 
and was glad to see me, but when he 
discovered my true character, old 
Adam woke; he abused me with 
oaths, and refused to touch my 
“bloody tracts:” but as his churlish- 
ness was met by imperturable kind- 
ness, he was too much of an Irishman 
to persist in it. He became ashamed 
of it. 

But now he began totally different 
system of tactics. He was confined 
to his bed and conld not escape me, 
and was ashamed to be angry with me, 
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so he evidently concluded to stand a 
siege, keep his temper, and hold out 
to the last moment. Accordingly, he 
adopted the plan of avoiding every per- 
sona] appeal, and such ingenuity did 
he display in carrying out his plan, as 
would do honor to a skilful general. 
He would turn the conversation in all 
conceivable directions, answer the most 
solemn warnings with remarks of sur- 
prising drollery; the clearest exhibi- 
tion of O unipotent wrath played over 
his cool heart like lightning on ice ; 
the tenderness of Christ’s love touch- 
ed no chord deeper than his risibility, 
and he seemed to exult in the thought, 
“T will not feel.” He sometimes 
avoided the point of a weapon, by pre- 
tending to deeper chaos of mind than 
he really had. 

But God was able to crush the 
proud opposer, and he did it in his 
own way. His disease progressed, 
and it became necessary that he 
should be tapped, and in consequence, 
this bloated barrel of a man was re- 
~ duced in a few days to a skeleton. 
But this reduction of bulk was 
attended with a corresponding loss 
of strength, and the man of giant 
frame became an infant. And now, 
he thought he must die, and 
terror conquered his proud heart. 
That look of glee and bravado gave 
place to a pitiful sadness of _counte- 
nacce. He no longer repelled my ad- 
vances, but listend with silent earnest- 
ness. J had ceased to offer him 
tracts, but he now asked for them; 
and he even went so far as to ask (in- 
directly) what re must do to be saved, 
He became fond of my _ visits, and 
awaited them anxiously. At last he 
told me that he was indulging hope. 
Thad seen so much of his power of 
feigning, that I would not believe, till 
compelled to do so. But his manner 
and conversation are so altered,—he 
is so child-like, so simple, so cheerful, 
so pleased to listen to instruction, so 
ready to confess his sin, &c., that any 
one must be struck with the, change 
in him; he may not be, a Christian, 
but IT hope he is. 

I had been undergoing an intense 
mental struggle, owing to severe and 
unexpected crosses laid on me ; but 
at last my heart was subdued, and in 
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prayer I promised God, that would he 
only permit me to rejoice over souls 
converted, as tokens that Iam an ac- 
cepted laborer, I would be content to 
bear without a murmur any burden 
he might Jay upon me. That very 
day this poor sinner told me that he 
felt his sins forgiven ; and since then 
T have rejoiced over others. Ought 
I not to be glad and faithful too? 


Jig-: Ris 
Seamen’s Chaplain. 


een CR AY 
Well Said and well Done. 


It affords us pleasure to present our 
readers with the correspondence be- 
tween our friend Capt. Berry and his 
passengers, which will explain itself. 

We would commend this example 
to the notice of passengers generally, 
as we believe that in no other way 
can they express their approbation 
and esteem more appropriately. 


To Carrain Cuaruss C. BERRY: 

Dear Sir,—The undersigned, pas- 
sengers on board the steam ship 
United States, from New Orleans, 
hereby respectfully beg leave, as a 
testimonial of their regard for you, to 
make you a life Director of the 
American Seaman’s Friend Society, 
and request you to accept of them the 
sum of fifty dollars, requisite for that 
purpose. 


Respectfully yours, 
Zalmon Taylor, Oliver H. Perry 
S. Wilson, A. T. Yenni, 


W.H. Nice, M. D., E> K. Harding, 
J. Moss, John Curtis, 
; D. J. Graham. 
On board Steam Ship United 
States, April 30, 1852. 


Steam Ship United States, 
New York, April 30, 1852. 


Gentlemen,—It affords me much 
pleasure to accept the testimonial of 
your kind regard, tendered in your 
note of this date. 

I assure you that I consider it a 
distinguished mark of your esteem to 
have my name enrolled as a Ilfe Di- 
rector of a Society whose labors so 
appropriately correspond with its title. 
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Talso take this occasion to return { the brig “ A., of S.,” sixty-four years 
my thanks for the many kind expres- 3 of age, had just come up from the 
sions and good wishes personally ex- § cabin with a few things in nis hand, 
pressed to me, and remain, , intending to leave the ship with the 

Gentlemen, ; rest of his crew, when a sea swept him 
” Your obedient Servant, away as soon as he reached the deck. 


This saddened his surviving men, as 
CHARLES C. BERRY. 3 similar separations did the hearts of 


To Messrs. Zalmon, Taylor, many others ; for although bred in the 
Oliver, H. Perry, 8. Wil- storm and inured to hardship, the 
son, and others, passen- sailor can both sympathise and weep. 
gers per United States. Three ships’ companies comprising 


veventeen men, were at my house at 
one time, and J listened to their tales 
Chaplain at Yarmouth, England. $ f horror, with a mixture of pleasure 

and grief, and we all tanked God to- 


Tue Sorrors or Sea Lire. gether who had delivered them from 
Since my last we have had some death, 4 
very disastrous weather, which has ge es 
brought little short of twenty coth- t 
panies of shipwrecked mariners to this An Incident: 


port, besides many disabled ships, both 

English and Foreign. It has been 

my aim to seek them out, that I might ¢ 
sympathise with the sufferers, and { 
bring them to my houss, in order to 
congratulate them on their deliver- 
ance; and while they were most sus- 
ceptible, direct them to the Sinner’s 
Friend. The scene they presented 
was indeed piteous, and would be diffi- § natured respo “« 

cult to describe. Many had lost all pares: WV ella da pane 


_ de your grey hairs, if you are poor I want 
but theirlives, and the few wet clothes ; to give you pt money,” and accord- 


that covered them, and those. their ingly our generous tar drew from his 
worst! Some were. injured by being : pocket. a purse tolerably well filled 
dashed against the taffrail or long boat, > with silver change, proposing to make 
or masts, and some having been wasb- } an equal divisiou of its contents be- 
ed overboard, had struggled with the } tween them. With some difficulty 
mighty waters, and been saved at last, } our elderly friend succeeded in de- 
as by amiracle. Many of their hands clining the generous proffer, upon the 


were in a wretched state from work- ? plea that h ert d 
ing so long at the pump, that they could Om : N. Bedfocd. fee he 


not shave, and could hardly feed them- 
selves. Their numerous tales of woe 
were such as to make one sicken at { Keep your Troubles out of Sight 
the thought of a sailor’s life, still they , i 

were cheerful even in such a plight, Southey says in one of his letters, 
and hartily thanked God for their de- { “ I have told you of the Spaniard, who 
liverance from death. Most of them } always put on his spectacles when he 
owned that they were not prepared to } was about to eat cherries, that they 
die; and this feeling nearly swamped } might look bigger and more tempting. 
them in despair, when all hope of being } In like manner I make the most of my 
saved had been taken away. They enjoyments; and though I do not cast 
now felt that they were still in the § my cares away, I pack them in as lit- 
land of hope, and on the right side of } tle compass as I can, and carry them 
the Gulf, although many had sunk like } a8 conveniently as I can for myself, 
lead in the mighty waters, and some and never let them annoy others,”— 
from their very side. The master of Don’t forget that, reader. 


An elderly and worthy citizen 
whose exterior in the matter of attire, 
it may be confessed, betrayed no undue 
ostentation of wealth, while passing in 
the street yesterday afternoon was ac- 
costed by a sailor with the someweat 
abrupt interrogatory, “I say, are you 
a poor man?” “Quite as poor as I . 
would choose to be,” was the good 


— 


+ 
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